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TO THE MEMBERS 



OF 



THE BRITISH PARLIAMENT. 



My Loads and Gentlemkn, 

The following summary view of the rise, progress, 
and present state of the principal questions which 
have, of late years, agitated the Canadas, — and 
which are, at the present time, destroying the peace 
and blighting the prosperity of Lower Canada, — is 
most respectfully dedicated to you, by a sincere 
lover of his country, an humble admirer of the 
Monarchical Government of Great Britain, and a 
devoted friend to the unity of the British Empire. 



A CANADIAN. 



20, Guilford Strut, Ruuell Square, 
January 2S, 1837. 



CONTENTS. 



PREFACE. 

Page 

Author's reasons for writing these letters — Testimonies of the Cana- 
dian press — Why anonymous « i 

LETTER I. 

To Messrs, Hume and Roebuck, 

The demands of Messrs. Home and Roebuck and their Canadian 
confederates — ^What those demands involve 5 

LETTER IL 
To the same. 

Former character of the Canadian Executives — Committee of the 
British House of Commons on the civil Government of the 
Canadas in 1828 — Complaining parties in the Canadas satisfied 
with the report of that committee — Improvement in the spirit 
and administration of the Canadian Executives since 1828 — Split 
amongst the Canadian " Reformers" in 1833— One shade of them 
change their ground from complaints against abuses, to a war 
against the Constitution^ to which they had heretofore expressed 
a strong attachment — This crusade against the Constitution of 
the Canadian Government originated with Mr. Hume and Mr. 
Roebuck — Proo& — Extracts of letters written by Mr. Hume and 
Mr. Roebuck 9 

LErrER in. 

To the ^ame. 

When a change in the Constitution of the Canadas was first advocated 
in Lower, and afterwards in Upper Canada — Extracts firom the 
constitution of the " Canadian Alliance* Society, Mr. Roebuck's 
letter, May, 1835, Mr. Papineau's speech, November, 1835, in 
favour of a '' pure democracy" in the Canadas — Character and 
progress of this repubUcan spirit — " Grievance Committee" Re- 
port of the Upper Canada House of Assembly in 1834, on which 
J all Mr. Hume's attacks upon the Canadian Executives, during 
the last Session of Parliament, (1835-6) were founded — how that 
document was got up and sent to England — People of Upper 
Canada not Republicans — Proofs — Extract from an address of the 
Upper Canada House of Assembly to His Excellency Sir Francis 
Head,thel5thofNovember, 1836, (note.) ^ 15 

LETTER IV. 
To the same. 

Hostility of the French party in Lower Canada to British commerce, 
British immigration, and British inhabitants — Proofis — Extracts 
fi'om the Minerve and Canadien newspapers, a speech of Mr. 
Rodier, Member of the Assembly, and an address of Mr. Papineau 



r 



Pag« 
to the electors of the West Ward of Montreal— Conclusions — 
P.S. Extracts from a French pamphlet circulated only in the 
coimtry parts of Lower Canada 21 

LETTER V. 
To the same. 

Three alternatives in Governing Lower Canada — Position of the 
British and French inhabitants — effect of continuing the French 
language in legislative and judicial proceedings — The British in- 
habitants opposed to Mr. Roebuck's schemes — Character of the 
French inhabitants by a French nobleman — Treatment of them 
bjr the British Govemment-^Proceedings of the Legislative Coun- 
cil and House of Assembly on the subject of education — Mr. Roe- 
buck's statements respecting the Canadian Timber Trade, (note) 2S 

LETTER VI. 

To the same. 
Remarks on the attacks of Mr. Hume and Mr. Roebuck upon the Ca- 
nadian Executives, Legislative Councils, and Land Companies — 
The authority on which Mr. Roebuck's statements are founded nu- 
gatorv — More persons of French than of British origin have been 
called to the Legislative Council and appointed to office in Lower 
Canada during the last eight years — Mr. Roebuck's " responsible 
government" incompatible with the colonial relation — Responsi- 
bility of the colonial Executives as at present constituted — The 
several objections urged by Mr. Hume and Mr. Roebuck and 
their Canadian associates against the Canadian Legislative Coun- 
cils and Land Companies slated and answered — ^What desired 
by the author in behalf of the inhabitants of the two Canadas — 
The influence of the debates of the Imperial Parliament upon 
the public mind in the Canadas (note) 37 

LETTER VIL 

To His Majesties principal Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

Defence of His Excellency Sir Francis Head against the various alle- 
gations of Mr. Hume and his anti-Constitutional associates in 
Upper Canada •••••54 

LETTER VIII. \ 

To the same. 

Lower Canada — Inferences from the preceding letters — Present pohti- 
cal aspect of the province — Immediate interference of Parliament 
necessary — ^Thtee things must not be done — Remedies suggested 
— Interest of Upper Canada in the adjustment of Lower Canada 
affairs— Pernicious effects of permitting the unconstitutional pay- 
ment of £1,100 per annum to Mr. Roebuck (note)— Concluding 
remarks 70 



PREFACE. 



The author of the following Letters is a native of Upper Canada,— 
the son of an ** United Empire Loyalist/' who has heen an of&cer in 
His Majesty's service since the commencement of the American revo- 
lution, and has resided in Upper Canada the last forty years, during 
the greater part of which period he has filled important public situa- 
tions, such as High Sheri£^ Colonel of Militia, Chairman of the 
Quarter Sessions, &c., in the London District The author had no 
political object in view in his visit to this great country of his fore- 
fathers ; but he came accredited by honorary letters of introduction and 
recommendation from Sir John Colborne, and other gentlemen of 
the first respectability in both the Canadas, The circumstances under 
which he has been induced to intrude upon the notice of the British 
pubUc are sufficiently explained in the following note, addressed by 
the author to the editor of the journal in which these letters (except the 
8th and the Notes) originally appeared :~- 

"Sir, — During a period of several years the peace and interests of the Canadas 
have been seriously injured, and the measures and wishes of his Majesty's govern- 
ment have been greatly embarrassed and retarded, by the statements, representa- 
tions and proceedings of Mr, Hume and Mr. Roebuck, and their Canadian asso- 
ciates. 

" I believe that a plain and full exposure of the statements and conduct of these 
pa-r^s, and a fair vmdication of the British and constitutional interests of those 
valuable provinces, has never been attempted by any person familiar with the 
subject, and personally acquainted with the state of things m that country. Erro- 
neous impressions have, therefore, been made on the public mind in this country 
respecting the state of afiairs and parties in the Canadas, and those noble posses- 
"ons Me in danger of being wrested from the British Crown. 

The affaire of the Canadas are come to a crisis, and His Majesty's government 
€i T^ ™**»" parliament are now called upon and obliged to interfere. 

Under these circumstances, I solicit, on behalf of both England and tlie 
Canadas, a place in your journal (as the most extensively circulated, and the most 
generally read by all parties) for a few letters on Canadian affairs. 

For me mformation of your numerous readers, respecting myself it may be 
requisite for me to add, that 1 am, what I assume to be. a Canadian, by birth and 
education, lecently from Canada, from which I have never been absent two years 
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in my life. All my feelings and connexions are Canadian. I am personally ac- 
quainted with most of the public men and party leaders in one provmce, and with 
several of them in the other. I have travelled throughout the whole country, and 
know the character, state, and feelings of the inhabitants. I have been a regular 
reader of nearly every newspaper of any consequence, of all parties, in both pro- 
vinces for many yem past. I nave never received a favour from government, nor 
has any of my relatives. I am entirely unassociated with any contending party in 
the Canadas, nor have I any interest whatever in the appointment of any individual 
to, or removal from, office. 

" But from what I have personally witnessed in - the Canadas, in the United 
States, and in England, I have a decided preference for Monarchical Institutions. 
I believe them to be as essential to the best interests and happiness of the Canadas 
as of Great Britain. I am anxious that those provinces should continue in connexion 
with, and subject to, the crown of Great Britain. I also owe a duty as a British 
sul^ect. I am, therefore, induced — I may say I feel myself compelled by a sense 
of duty — to step out of my accustomed retirement, and attempt an exposition of the 
general affairs of the Canadas. That exposition I now submit to the grave and 
candid consideration of British statesmen, and of an enlightened British public. 

" I have the honour to be. Sir, 

% " Your obedient humble servant, 

•• A CANADIAN." 
" London. June 1, 1836." 

By the foregoing note, as well as in the following letters, it wiU be 
seen that the questions of Canadian agitation have not been arrayed 
against, or identified with, any political party in England. The 
author's simple object has been to remove, as far as possible, the 
obstacles to the adjustment of Canadian affairs which have embarrassed 
fiuccessiye administrations, and to rescue the Canadas from those pre- 
judicial suspicions which had been created in political and mercantile 
circles by Mr. Hume and Mr. Roebuck. 

The following letters do not now come before British statesmen and 
merchants as unauthenticated exparte statements. The statements on 
which the principal arguments are founded have been confirmed by 
recent occurrences in the Canadas, as shown in the Notes; and the 
entire series (except the 8th and the Notes) has been republished and 
widely circulated in those provinces, without any answer being 
attempted by the Canadian republican writers. They have indeed 
vented a few paragraphs of abuse against the supposed author of these 
letters — showing that they would have refuted his statements and 
arguments had they the requisite materials : but the British pubUc well 
know that nibbling personal attacks are not argument, but are proofisi 
assumptive of the want of it. As testimony corroborative of what has 
been advanced in these letters, the author selects the following out of 
numerous similar notices respecting them, which have appeared in the 
Canadian newspapers. The Patriot newspaper (published in Toronto, 
Upper Canada) of the 15th of November, 1836, says,— 
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** There ifl nothing at which Upper Canadians have more reason to rejoice than 
the circumstance of their affairs being now, from time to time, laid open to the 
British public through Uie medium of the London press. For this the province u 

freatly indebted to ■ fnaming the supposed author of these letters], 
'hat gentleman, in the course of the last summer, published in the London Ttin«a 
a course of letters addressed to Messrs. Hume and Koebuck, admirably calculated to 
expose to the people of England the nefarious and seditious proceedings of those 
despicable men and their miserable tools here. These letters were republished in 
The Patriot, and, we believe, in most of the Conservative prints,— doubtless with 
salutary effect. Doctor Duncombe's Journey to London, to poison the minds of 
the people of England against his Excellency Sir Francis Head, by monstioiisly 
false aUegationsoT misfabance in his government,— which his Excellency cpi^ld 
have no opportunity of denying— has elicited from Mr. — — — another masterly 
production, which he has addressed through the London Times to the Right, Hon. 
Lord Glenelg, His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for the Colonial Depart- 
ment. We call it masterly, but that is a cold term whereby to express; our high 
admiration of its merits." * ♦ ♦ " We regret our inability to give Mr. — 's 
(7th) Letter in this number, but will commence it in our next^ and shall not be 
able to finish it until the next after, it occui>ying four closely printed columns in 
the London Times, It is probable that, after it is completed in type, we shall print 
off some copies in pamphlet form, as it is desirable it should find its way intoerery 
family. It ought to be circulated by thousands." 

(From the same Journal, Nov. 18.) 
" The letter of ' A Canadian,' which we give to-day from thie London Timet, ia 
of so interesting a character, so fiill in explanation — so fervid and vigorous in de- 
fence of right— so lucid and effective in the exposure of perfidy, and so triumphant 
in the frustration of the knavish tricks of the sneaking enemies of Sir Francis Head, 
and the people of Upper Canada, that we could not reconcile its separation into 
two parts with our ideas of the impatience which must be felt by the good people 
to peruse the vindication of their justly cherished friend and champion from the 
false and malicious accusations of his and their wretched maligners. Therefore 
have we given it entire, although it occupies so large a portion of our impression. 
Following it is the identical petition of Dr. Duncombe, which drew forth this 
admirable letter of ' A Canadian.' Read that petition our subscribers ; read it 
every man, woman, and child in the land ; read it reformers and non-reformers, 
constitutionalists and revolutionists, monarchists and pure democracy men, and 
find us, if it be possible, a single human being with effrontery enough to speak of 
it approvingly. That the celebrated Joseph Hume should have identified himself 
vnth this Dr. Duncombe in foisting before the British parliament such disgusting 
rigmarole, exhibits a feature in his character which marks him fitter for the hostler 
of an inn than for a representative of Middlesex." 

The Montreal Gazette (Lower Canada) of the 19th of November, 

observes : — 



** , the author of a series of powerful letters in the London Times, under the 

signature of ' A Canadian' — to which we have already given insertion —has come 
forth in a seventh, of some length, in defence of Sir Francis Head, from the numerous 
charges made by Mr. Hume, in the House of Commons, founded on the exparte 
statements of Dr. Duncombe. This letter we present to our readers to-day. It 
will be found characterized by the calm and forcible arguments of its predecessors, 
the moderation of its style, and the pointed application of its facts and references. 
The inconsistency between Dr. Duncombe's political opinions of 1835 and 1836, is 
prominently brought into contrast, in a manner not very favourable to the Doctor's 
political reputation, as well as the friendship now existing between Dr. Duncombe 
and Mr. Hume, and the opinions but recently expressed by the former regarding the 
latter. The constitutional party owe much to the activity and perseverence of the 
author of these letters, for the able expos6 of Canadian affairs he has volunteered 
for the information of the British pubhc." 

The following sentence from the editorial remarks of the Kingston 
Chronicle (Upper Canada), November 30th, will condude these ex- 
tracts : — 
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"The magterly letters which have from time to time appeared in the London 
Times signed ' A Canadian/ must have had a powerful effect in opening the eyes 
or ministers to the real state of our afiaiis, and of the riews and objects of that 
party, who« with an industry that would be highly creditable in an honourable 
cause, have ceaselessly endeavoured, by the most wilful and shameless disregard to 
truth^ to mislead the people in England with regard to the true state of the affairs 
of this colony, by means of their paid agent, Mr. Roebuck, and that apostle of 
misrepresentation and falsehood, Mr. Joeeph Hume.'' 

One word as to these letters being ananymotis, 1. The statements 
and arguments adyanced are, the author coooeiTes^ sufficiently esta- 
blishedy independent of his name. 2. His name is already known 
where it may be considered of any importance to what he has written* 
3. He has no desire to become conspicuous in the matters respecting 
which he has been reluctantly induced to trespass upon the attention 
of the British public. 4. From the tenderness of his age, and other 
personal considerations, he would not have been emboldened, under his 
own proper name, to have expressed himself with that freedom which 
the occasion required, and his personal knowledge of the af^s of the 
Canadas authorised. The name of the author is, however, at the ser- 
vice of any gentleman who chooses to inquire of the printer. 



liETTERS 



ON 



THE CANADAS, 



LETTER I. 

To Joseph Hume and John Arthur Roebuck, Esquiree, Members of' 

Parliament, 

SirSy-^The possession of the Canadas has been acquired and main-* 
tained by Great Britain at the expense of a vast amount of British 
treasure and blood. They embrace a territory of 360|000 square mileSi 
the greater part of which is mild and healthy in climate, fertile in soil, 
unexcelled in internal navigatioui and amazing in its resomrces of pro- 
duction, trade and commerce. Those provinces, so extensive, so 
valuable, so greatly improved, and so rapidly improving, are on the 
verge of being lost to the British Crown —of being lost, not on account 
of disaffection in the minds of any considerable portion of the inha* 
bitants to British Government^ but by means of the inculcation, diffusion, 
and adoption of political theories (under the name of civil rights) which 
involve the annihilation of every prerogative of the King and British 
Parliament; a change in the entire character of the social institutions 
of the country ; and the substitution of an independent democracy for 
British Colonial Monarchy. 

That this is tiie state of things in the Canadas is now matter of 
notoriety ; but the extent to which this state of things exists, who are 
the authors of it, and the influence which it is likely to exert upon the 
mutaal interest of the Canadas and Great Britain, together with the 
remedies it demands, is not so well understood, — ^is indeed but httie 
known in this country. This desideratum I will endeavour to supply. 



And at the outset, I do not hesitate to affirm, nor do I doubt of being 
able to demonstrate it, that you. Sirs, are the principal authors of that 
unsettledness which now shakes the throne of British power in the 
Canadas; and if those fine countries be virtually or rudely severed from 
the parent state, with you wiU rest the responsibility and guilt of it. 

The first part of the subject resolves itself into two parts. 1. What 
are the demands of the Canadian parties that you patronize and re- 
present ? 2. Did those demands originate with them or with you P 

As to the demands of the Canadian parties, I refer not to them 
all ; I refer only to those demands which distinguish them as parties 
from the rest of the inhabitants of the Canadas, and which distinguish 
you as tiieir advocates. The nature of those demands I trust wiU not 
be disputed, as they are stated at great length in a recent address of the 
Lower Canada House of Assembly to the King, which has already ap- 
peared in several of the British journals. I will, therefore, only state 
them briefly : — 1. A Legislative Council (or House of Lords) chosen 
periodically by popular election, instead of its members being appointed 
for life by the Crown, 2. Absolute control by the local assemblies of 
all colonial revenues^-those which arise from the sale of Crown lands, 
as well as aU others. 3. An Executive Government^ wholly dependent 
upon, and responsible to, a local legislature thus constituted. 4. The 
abolition of the Canadian Land Companies. 5. The entire management 
by the local legislature of the Crown lands. 6. The establishment of 
the local institutions, and the appointments to public ofiices upon prin- 
ciples of popular election. C^J 

Such are the leading objects of the Canadian parties with which you 
stand individually and officially identified, and whose measures you pub- 
licly advocate. I will here pause, and xe^ectfully request the British 
reader to re-examine tiie foregrong paragraph, and will then ask him, 
what do the objects therein enumerated involve f Do they liot involve 
a total subversion of British power and authority in the Canadas P Is 
not a large portion of the power of the British Crown extinguished by 
wresting from it the election or appointment of one co-ordinate branch 
of the Legislature P Is not agreat part of the rest of the Royal power 
destroyed by the proposed annihilation of the control of the Crown over 



(a) These objects are stated in the words of the Canadian Bepuhlican parties in 
the third letter. 



all the Crown revenues, and even the Crown lands themselves ? And 
is not British power completely extinguished in the Canadas, when the 
Executive Government, together with its officers, is made directly res- 
ponsible to the local elective assemblies, instead of being responsible to 
the King and British Parliament ? I again ask the inteUigent reader, 
what these avowed objects of yourselves and your Canadian confederates 
imply? even apart from the proposed abolition of British companies 
incorporated by royal charters and acts of ParHament, and therefore 
having the pledge of the British nation for the security of their pro- 
perty and interests. Is not your colonial reform, then, unqualified 
republicanism — ^nay, downright democracy ? Is not your colonial " self- 
government" complete independence? And, supposing your objects to 
be accomplished, I ask wherein has Great Britain an iota more control 
or power over the Canadas than she has over any state of the American 
Republic ? In such a case, wiU not the Governor himself be the poor 
powerless creature of a local assembly, instead of being the represent- 
ative of the King's Government ? The omnipotent two-fold elected 
assembly would indeed send back a British Governor in a trice, as the 
parties you represent are now striving by popular meetings to accomplish 
already in respect to his Excellency Sir Francis Head, so lately ap- 
pointed Governor of Upper Canada. And would you, would any 
Englishman of common sense, vote hereafter for the appropriation of a 
sixpence for the commercial and political protection and defence of a 
country over which neither the King nor Parliament has a shadow of 
control, and in which Great Britain has not a penny of revenue or 
property ? 

Be it remembered then. Sirs, that your present objects are not the 
correction of real or alleged abuses in the administration of the Cana- 
dian Government; for it is admitted that the utmost efforts of His 
Majesty's Government and its representatives in the Canadas have, for 
several years past, been directed to the investigation and correction (as 
far as the adverse complaining party has permitted) of every prac- 
tical evil heretofore complained of. So much so, that your confederates 
in Upper Canada can scarcely invent a single grievance of a practical 
nature, but are directing their whole attention to theoretical questions. 
Your objects, therefore, are not improvement in the practice or adminis- 
tration of the established Government j but they are, in every instance, 
changes in the constitution of the Government, and changes too, which 
in every instance involve a transfer of the revenues, property, and power 
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of ^e Crown and British Parliament to the local assemblies; or, in other 
words, changes which involve the annihilation of British dominion, and 
the establishment of an independent Republic in the Canadas. 

Will the reader, will any British heart, sanction such a project P 
Shall the thousands and tens of thousands who have settled in those noble 
provinces, under the pledged faith of British national honour, and who 
have fought in defence of British authority and interests, be rudely or 
clandestinely severed from the land of their fathers, and be sacrificed to 
the cupidity of an adventurous party of agitation traders in the Canadas, 
and their commissioned advocates andpartizans in England? I trow 
not. 

In my next I will show how &r you have contributed to originate the 

present agitations in tiie Canadas, and to bring them to this perilous 

crisis. 

I am, &c. 

A CANADIAN. 
London^ June 1, 1836. 
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LETTER II. 

Sirs, — In my last letter I showed that the objects which you and 
your Canadian confederates propose is nothing less than the subversion 
of the British, and the establishment of an independent republican Go- 
vernment in the Canadas. 

I proceed now to state the part which you have taken in originating 
and promoting these objects. I must, however, premise a few general 
observations. In former years partialities and abuses did exist in the 
administration of the Canadian Govemments> that, in my opinion^ 
justified the greater part of the complaints which were at that time 
made against them. The character of the Government of Lower 
Canada was exclusive ; its acts were, in many instances, partial, and its 
general mien was rather haughty. In Upper Canada the administration 
of the executive power was equally exclusive ; favoritism prevailed, in 
many instances, over merit; the more numerous rehgious denominations 
were not authorized to hold even a foot of land for chapels, &c. ; and the 
affairs of the province generally were administered in the letter and 
spirit of high ultraism. 

Such was the state of Canadian affairs when a select committee of 
the House of Commons was appointed in 1828, to investigate into the 
civil government of the Canadas. With the report of that committee 
the complaining parties in the Canadas expressed themselves well sati^h 
fiedy especially the House of Assembly of Lower Canada. 

Though all the objects recommended by that committee have not been 
earried into effect so early and so extensively as has been desired both 
by His Majesty's Government and its best friends in the Canadas, yet, 
every Colonial Secretary of State, from that time to this, has inquired 
into and proposed remedies for more or less of the subjects of Canadian 
eomplaint The Royal despatches which have from time to time been 
sent out to the Canadas, have been most liberal in their character, and 
have afforded ample proof of the anxious attention bestowed upon the 
interests of those provinces on the part of His Majesty's Government. 
The local administrations, under the direction and influence of successive 
voyalv instructionsi h^ve upde^gpne an entire change in their spirit and 

c 
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tharacter, and to some extent in their very cmnposition. In Upper 
Canada, the appointments to the offices of magistrate, &c., have, for 
several years past, been impartial, even upon the confession of the 
majority of the Radical journals ; no complaints of any importance 
have been made against the administration of justice ; civil disabilities 
on account of differences in religious faith have been entirely removed ; 
openness and impartiality have, for the most part, characterized the 
administration of affairs in that province.. This improved spirit in the 
government has been so apparent, and the former grounds of complaint 
have been to so great an extent already removed, that a great proportion 
of tiiose who formerly complained of grievances have gratefully ac- 
knowledged the obvious intentions and efforts of His Majesty's Govern- 
ment to redress those grievances, and have become its decided supporters. 
In Lower Canada, the Royal efforts made to in^rove the local govern- 
ment and to advance tiie interests and happiness of the province, have 
not been equally successful ; but, as one who has always desired the 
removal of every obstacle to the good government and improvement of 
the Canadas, I am bound to say, that the exertions of the King's 
Government and of successive Governors have not been wanting to 
redress every real grievance complained of— to reconcile adverse par- 
ties — ^to promote the interests of all, without sacrificing the rights or 
liberties of any. The leading French politicians, flushed with the 
success of their former representations, — ^supported as they had been 
by a very respectable portion of the English inhabitants, — ^began to 
conceive higher objects; even nothing less than the establishment of 
their ancient nationality and ascendancy in the province. In the de- 
velopment of this feeling may be found the cause why the remedial 
measures of the King's Government in respect to Lower Canada have 
not been carried more fuQy into effect The objects contemplated by 
these Frenchmen became apparent in the legislative session of 1833» 
when Mr. Neilson, of Quebec, and other liberal English inhabitants, 
who had heretofore been associated with Mr. Papineau and the majority 
of the Assembly, seceded from them, and declared their determination 
to maintain their former professions and principles in supporting the 
Constitution of the country. That portion of the grievance party leaders 
in Upper Canada, who had been influenced by no higher motives tiian 
flelf-interestand aggrandizement (for there is this description of characters 
in all political parties), perceiving the gradual correction of evils with- 
cut their rising to places of power and emolumenly began now to make 



common catise with ^e French BepuUic^uis in the Lower provijoce, and 
to demand certain changes in the Constitutiony and the concession of 
certain prerogatives of the Grown* The grounds of complaint^ as well 
as the character and composition of these parties in hoth the CanadaSy 
have therefore become essentially changed since 1828, or even since 
1832. Formerly warm and unqualified attachment to the Constitution oC 
the country, as well as to the Royal person ^d govemment,^ waa ex* 
pressed in every address : now, the Constitution is denounced in toto as 
radically vicious. Formerly it was a war against abuses; now it is a 
war against the Constitution, and against every man in authority, and 
even against the authority of the King's Government^ as will fully 
appear in my next letter* 

The inquiry now arises, with whom has this change from reform to 
revolution in the politics of the Canadas originated? I answer, un- 
hesitatingly, with Mr. Hume and Mr. Roebuck. Of this I have beea 
fully convinced since 1833. As the suggestion and commencement of 
all such schemes take place in secret, I cannot^ of course, prove my 
assertion to a moral certainty. I wiU, however, submit my reasons to 
the consideration and judgment of the British reader, and leave him to 
decide. 

In 1831-2, two political persons from the Canadas were in London*^ 
The one, Mr. Viger, was agent of the House of Assembly of Lower 
Canada; the- other, Mr. Mackenzie, was agent for a grievance party in 
Upper C anada. Those gentlemen, during their protracted stay of nearly 
two years in London, were in constant and intimate communication 
with Messrs. Hume and Roebuck ; who» it has since been ascertained* 
(but was not known then in the Canadas), were theoretically hostile to 
the Canadian constitution of Government; who maintained that most 
important established prerogatives of the Crown should be transferred 
to the local assemblies — ^that the colonial legislatures ought to be 
modelled anew, and should, in fact^ be as sovereign as the Parliament 
of Great Britain. 

Now, up to the time of Messrs. Viger and Mackenzie's leaving Lon* 
don for the Canadas in 1832^, the idea of interfering with the Royal 
prerogative, or changing the constitution, was never mooted by either 
of the complaining parties in tiie Canadas, but was expressly disclaimed 
by both parties; and when they were charged by some of their warm 
opponents with being republican in their feelings and views, and with 
meditating a change in the established constitution of the country, they 
repudiated the charge as an unfounded and wicked calumny. So &C 
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wafi even the French House of Assembly of Lower Canada, up to that 
period, from advocating the repeal or subversion of the constitution, 
that on the 28th of January, 1831, they concluded an address (agreed 
to unanimously), to the 6ovemor-in-Chie£ in the following words : — 
" It will be our earnest desire that harmony may prevail among the 
several branches of the Legislature, that fuU effect may be given to the 
Constitution as established by law, and that it may be transmitted, unim- 
paired, to posterity/' The addresses of the Assembly of Upper Canada 
have breathied a similar spirit, and expressed the same sentiments up to 
tS36* But on the return of Messrs. Viger and Mackenzie to the 
Qanadas in 1833,'the questions of the defectiveness of the constitution 
and the necessity of altering it— the prerogatives of the Crown, and the 
importance of superseding them by the increased power of the Assembly 
•—aik elective Legislative Council, &c., began to be agitated, first in 
Lower, and afterwards in Upper Canada, (for Mr. Viger returned to 
Canada a few months before Mr, Mackenzie). But, when the pro* 
position for even an elective Legislative Council was first brought 
before the Lower Canada House of Assembly, it was negatived by a 
Considerable majority, many of the French party not having yet been 
schooled into the ulterior schemes of Messrs. Viger, Papineau, Hume, 
and Roebuck ; nor was the question of an elective Legislative Council 
fever debated in the Assembly of Upper Canada until since January, 
1836. These organic changes in the constitution have, however, been 
contended for by Messrs. Viger and Mackenzie, and those who have 
joined them since 1833; and they have declared that Messrs. Hume 
and Roebuck, ** the best friends to Canadian rights and interests" ! ! I 
had assured them that such changes were absolutely necessary, in order 
to the inhabitants of the Canadas becoming '* a free people." 

The cautious reader will probably reply, that these circumstances, 
though strong, do not definitively ^x the authorship of the schemes of 
Canadian independence upon Messrs. Hume and Roebuck ; I admit 
they do not; nor will I ask his verdict without adducing fturther cor- 
roborating testimony. In addition, therefore, to the assertions of the 
Canadian party leaders whom you represent, I wiU submit to the reader 
what must have been the advice of Messrs. Hume and Roebuck to 
Messrs. Viger and Mackenzie in 1833, when, on the 4th of September 
of the same year, Mr. Hume addressed a letter to Mr. Henry Taylor, of 
Lower Canada, which contains the following words : — " As long as the 
Canadas remain under the direction of the Secretary of the Colonies, 
my opinion is that they should have representatives in the British Par- 
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liament. Bat my wish would be to $et the Csnadas and the whole of 
British North America, free to govern themselves, as the United States 
do, by their own representatives, and to ctdtivate a good connectioii with 
the mother country, for their mutual interest. Until that takes placCf 
neither the Canadas nor Great Britain will derive those advantages 
which they ought to have from a different and more economical manage- 
ment of their resources." 

This, as far as can be ascertained, was the first written recommenda* 
tion ever given in favour of Canadian republican independence, and it 
was given before the question was agitated in the Canadas. A few 
months after the date of the letter above quoted, namely in the follow- 
ing March, Mr. Hume proceeded so far as to offer his advice openly and 
directly to the Canadians, to the same effect. In a letter to Mr. Mac« 
kenzie, he said — " Your triumphant election on the 16th, and ejection 
from the Assembly on the 17th, must hasten that crisis which is fast 
approaching in the affairs of the Canadas, and which wiU terminate in 
freedom and independence from the baneful domination of the mother 
country, and the tyrannical conduct of a small and despicable Action in 
the colony." . . • . " The proceedings between 1772 and 1782 in 
America, ought not to be forgotten, and to the honour of the Americans, 
and for the interests of the civilized world, let tiieir conduct and the 
restdtbeever in view." (a) Mr. Roebuck was wont to give similar 
advice to the Lower Canadians. In a letter dated July of the same year, 
he said to the " Central Montreal Committee" of the Papineau and 
Viger party — " One resource, and one resource alone, remains : — to be a 



(a) The pretext under which Mr. Hume and his Canadian asiociatet heretofore 
advocated the establishment of a Canadian Republic was, that the Canadians desired 
it, and would never be contented until they obtained it. But since the strong demon- 
stration of the contrary feeling by the Upper Canadians at the late elections, thes» 
republicans continue to advocate the same project of independence, but upon 
another ground ; namely, that of neceuityt whether the Canadians desire it or not I 
Thus Mr. Mackenzie— to whom Mr. Hume addressed the letter quoted above — in an 
address " to all spirited, sensible, and just Canadians," in September last, holds the 
following language : — 

" Whether we are the party of the few or the many, this great truth should be our 
rallying point. Upper and Lower Canada to be great and happy mutt be inde'' 
pendent ; and we should use all lawful means by petition and address to attain that 
noble end. We are an infant nation — allow us to be free— permit us to part in 
peace — and send the mean men who are placed over us back to their humble stationi^ 
from whence they were unhappily brought to our shores to disgrace our country 
and theirs." 

Mr. Mackenzie now exhoits "spirited and just Canadians" to attain the " noble 
end" of " independence b^ petition and address ;" but, at the time he received Mr. 
Hume's '* baneliil domination" letter, he exhorted the "spirited and just Canadians" 
not to pay their taxes, and told them that they were " justified in open and armed re- 
sistance ' against what their " best friend'^Mr. Hume had termed " a small aad 
despioable faction ," aliiu the Government of the country. 
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free people yoH must resdfit the Bridih PatUitnienC Mr. Roebuck then 
(very prudentlyi of course) advises them to appeal once more to the 
British Parliament (whom he had directed them to ''resist/' as the only 
means of becoming " a free people") before taking up arms, adding — 
'' It is better, I aUow, to fight than to lose all chance of governing our- 
selves; but it assuredly behoves as to try all means before resolving to 
have recourse to arms/' 

Suchy Sirs, has been your advice to the people of the Canadas in past 
years. The above extracts are only specimens of much that you have 
written to those countries. How fiEdthfuUy Mr. Roebuck's advice has 
been followed by the Assembly of Lower Canada is already matter of 
history ; as that Assembly has, ever since that advice was given, resisted 
every appointment and measure which have been approved of and 
adopted by the King and British Parliament. 

I now ask the reader whether my assertion is not sufficiently esta^ 
blished-^that the scheme for establishing Canadian independency did 
not originate in the Canadas — was not suggested to the Canadian inha- 
bitants by any thing which they experienced or witnessed, but that it 
originated with Messrs. Hume and Roebuck, and was the result of 
ambition, covetousness, personal hostility, or political theory, or all 
united? 

I enquire not, in the present letter, as to the probable effects of your 
schemes as beneficial or injurious upon both Canadian and British in- 
terests — I only enquire here into its origin. When I therefore heard 
you, Sirs, in the House of Commons, on the evening of the 16th instant, 
speaking in affected tones of lamentation of the dissatis&ction and ex- 
citement which exist in the Canadas, I could not but inwardly exclaim, 
" Oh, shame ! where is thy blush ? Oh, integrity ! thou hast indeed 
fied from such bosoms !" Who could have thought or felt less, to hear 
men pretending to lament the progress and ruins of a conflagration 
which they themselves had kindled and blown to a flame, and at the 
ravages of which they inwardly rejoiced, anticipating thereby the har- 
vest of their adventurous midnight devices ? 

The above, however, is but the shade of your political portraits in 
respect to your conduct in Canadian affairs; the likenesses themselves 
will be seen when I sketch the progress, spirit, and character of the 
agitation and Canadian parties whom you represent and who have so 
submissively and perseveringly followed your advice. 

I am, &c., 

June 6, 1836. A CANADIAN. 
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LETTER III. 

Sirs, — ^The object of the present letter is to give an epitomized state- 
ment of the progress, spirit, and character of the Canadian agitations 
and parties that you represent^ and of which I have shown you are 
the primary movers. 

I have said that the first step taken by the Lower Canada House of 
Assembly to abolish the constitution of that province was in 1833. 
That Assembly proposed to call a provincial convention of delegates to 
consider the propriety of either abolishing the Legislative Council, or 
of rendering it elective. This proceeding was adopted the very session 
after that in which the same House of Assembly had unanimously 
prayed that " the constitution, as established by law, might be trans- 
mitted unimpaired to posterity." Their correspondence in the interval 
of these two sessions with Mr. Hume and Mr. Roebuck, and the return 
of Mr. Viger from London, had poured this flood of new light upon 
their minds. By a Royal despatch, dated January, 1834, this conven- 
tional project was disallowed. In Upper Canada materials did not exist 
for so speedy and successful an adoption of your opinions and advice; 
and for more than a year after Mr. Hume had recommended the esta- 
blishment of an independent republic in British North America, like 
that of the United States, his recommendation was not responded to by 
a single newspaper in Upper Canada, except Mr. Mackenzie's, and in that 
very cautiously. Not even your pupil, Mr. Mackenzie, had the hardi- 
hood to whisper the Elective Legislative Council project within the 
walls of the Assembly ; he therefore adopted another method to carry 
your scheme into effect He proceeded, in the first place, to get a little 
society formed for the discussion of political questions, and the difiusion 
of political information. After a few months' weekly lecturing to 
companies of persons thus assembled, a sufficient number of kindred 
spirits were prepared for further proceedings, and the members of this 
society, at a meeting held in its room on the 9th of December, 1834, 
formed themselves into a society, with branches in the Canadas and 
dsewhere, to be known by the tide of " The Canadian Alliance," for 
the attainment of the following among other objects :— 
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'^1. A responsible representative system of govemment, and the 
abolition of the Legislative CouncOithe members for which are nomi- 
nated for life by the colonial governors. 

** 2. A written constitution for Upper Canada, embodying and de- 
claring the original principles of the government, 

" 3. The abohtipn of the law of primogeniture. 

"4 The control of the whole public revenue by the representatives 
of the people. 

"5. To oppose an imdue interference by the Colonial-office, Trea- 
sury, or Horse Guards, in the domestic affairs of the colonists. 

^'6. The diffusion of sound political information by tracts and 
pamphlets. 

" 7. The extinction of all monopolizing Land Companies. 

" 8. The vote by ballot in the election of representatives, aldermen, 
justices of the peace, &c. 

"9. To enter into close alliance with any similar association that 
may be formed in Lower Canada or the other colonies, having for its 
object 'the greatest happiness of the greatest number.' 

"Mr. W. L. Mackenzie, M.P., Corresponding Secretary for the 
Society and all its branches. 

"Mr. Joseph Hume, M.P., and Mr. John Arthur Boebuck, M. P., 
agents in London. 

"Mr. E. B. O'Callaghan, M. P., (editor of the Montreal Findteator 
newspaper), agent in Montreal. 

"Mr. Etienne Parent, House of Assembly, Lower Canada, agent in 
Quebec." Also Agents in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and New- 
foundland. 

How exactly do the objects thus stated by the parties for whom you 
are agents agree with the recommendations (heretofore quoted) of Mr. 
Hume in 1833 — the year in which this Mr.W.L. Mackenzie left London 
for Upper Canada, and commenced this new scheme of political indepen- 
dence. For let the above objects be accompHshed, and where has 
England a shred of monarchical government, property, or power in 
North America P And if you coidd by any means induce or compel 
His Majesty's Government to sanction an elective House of Lords and 
republican government there, l;iow soon and emphatically would you 
say, "What has been sanctioned as good and necessary for North 
America cannot be vicious in principle, or bad for England." Nay, you 
and your Canadian confederates have, in fact, already said so. In a 
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letter addressed by Mr. Roebuck to Mr. Papineau, Speaker of the 
Lower Canada House of Assembly, May, 1835, lie calls the Legislative 
Council '' a wretched imitation of a baneful mischievous institution,'* 
(the English House of Lords) ; and adds, " The object you have in 
view is to frame a government in accordance with the feelings and wants 
of the people. In America, no government can unite these conditions 
but one that is purely democratic." Accordingly Mr. Papineau^ on the 
I4th of last November, in a speech on Mr. Roebuck's agency in London, 
18 reported to have called Mr. Roebuck "the faithful mirror of that 
house," and to have further observed — "The people of this province 
were now merely preparing themselves for a future state of political 
existence, which he (Mr. Papineau) trusted would be neither a monarchy 
nor an aristocracy. He hoped Providence had not in view for his 
country a feature so dark as that it should be the means of planting 
royalty in America, near a country so grand as the United States. He 
hoped, for the future, America would give republics to Europe." 

No comment is required on these passages but that which British 
feeling will indite to the mind of the reader. I therefore return to the 
" Canadian Alliance" Society, of which you are the London agents. 
This society has continued to hold its meetings nearly evezy week 
since its formation; has done all in its power to extend and multiply its 
branches ; has succeeded in fomung several in different parts of the 
province ; has, by resolutions, appeals, &c., attacked every measure of 
Government whfch it could in any way convert into a topic of excite- 
ment, and has assailed every member of the Assembly, and almost every 
other public man who was known to be fiivorable to the established in« 
stitutions of the country ; has, last of all, sent to the officers of its 
branches and into various parts of the province printed petitions to the 
Assembly against granting any supplies to Government, and in favor of 
sending the newly-appointed governor. Sir P. Head, back from wheiice 
he came. This the majority of the Assembly have resolved to do— re- 
fiuing the supplies, demanding the recall of Sir F. Head, and a new 
governor and government, responsible to the local Assembly, ai|d a 
variety of other things, " too numerous to mention." 

There is one more event in the progress of incipient revolution in 
Upper Canada which it is necessary to notice for the information of 
many members of the British Parliament, to whom was presented, a 
few months since, an octavo volume of Canadian grievances in the form 

i> 
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6f a report of a comiiiittee of the 'Rcfose of Assembty. faj I wish to 
Eitate how that volume was got tip and transmitted'to England. In the 
legislatiye session of 1834 Mr. Maekenzfe movM for the appoitatment 
6i a edmtaiitteey conststing of three or finir besides hmiflelf, to take into 
^imxsidefati^ certain parts of Lord RipOn'a dispatch to Sir John 
C^lbome^ dated November 8^ 1832; and, as ehairman of the committee, 
he^ availed himself of the pretext and opportmiity thus afforded him to 
assail the prmeiples of the constitution, and every branch of the 
CFoVemnient But little was heard of the proceedings of this committee 
dirring the session. The report, which fills nearly 600 pages, was not 
presented to the house until after 1 (/clock in the morning of the day 
before the Governor had given notice of his intention to prorogue the 
Legislature. More than half of Ihe members had retired for the night, 
Ihough there was not an absentee among the '' Canadian Alliance'^ 
members. On account of the advanced hour of the night, the late 
period of the session, the length of the report, (and the supply biQ not 
having ^et been passed) it was proposed to dispense with reading the 
report and to print it for the information of members and the public 
during the recess. This proposition, after some complaint from one or 
two members against such a mode of proceeding, was agreed to« 
One of &e leading Conservative members hearing next day that a 
voluminous report of this committee liad been, at a very late hour, 
presented to. the House and ordered to be printed, siearched for it, in 
order to lealm its contents; but the report was not to be found, either 
in the clerk's dffie^ or in any of the eommittee-rooms. Just before the 
prorogation he complained of this to the House, and Mr. Mackenzie^ on 
being questioned, replied, that he had not desired to conceal the report 
from any member of the house until the dose of the- session, but he 
kad taken it to* his own house to get sokne parts of it copied and sent to 
Mr. Paj^tiieau, of Lower Canada, and to Mr. HuAie, in London. 
Loud eomplaints w^re of course made against such unparlia&iiiAI&ry 
andunl^ard of dondud;; but the'^bject of the ^'CanadiaA Alliajace'* 
patt^*. watf aeemn^hed. The sesfldopi closed; and thi^^^port was 
printed, and sent home to His" Majesty's Ooveimhent^ ahd'to'iteany 
membeiiB of the Imperial Pailiamjent, aa the del3)erate sentiments of 
fixe pec^ of Vpptr Canada, Tweaking lAirengh dieir rcrpresexitatitri^ I 
and was made the baads of a vei^. elaborate despatch from Lord Glendg 



(a) See the remarki of His Excellency Sir Francis Head, on that report, in the 
first part of the 7th letter. 
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to hh l^elleiDfij Sii; F. Head, dated Becfunber 15, .1835. Yet this 
repprt was neirer even read in the Assembly, npr was a jesolutioii for aji 
Elective Legislative Council ever moved, or the question ever discussed, 
in the Uj^r CaDad& House of Assembly, until since the begiimin^ of 
the present year. C^J 

Such, Sirs, is the mami^ (as 1 can easily prove by abundant refer- 
ences to legidative debates) in which yomr schemes have been promoted 
in Upper Canada. What would be thought of a report of .a sete^ 
committee of the House of Commons being thus made and sent forth to 
4he worlds embracing the constitution of the House of Lords, the 
administration of' justice, the prerogatives of the Crown^ the wholie 
questions of crown and public, r^y^nue, of .church and state, of taxation^ 
&c. ? Since the assumption of the government of Upper Canada by 
Sir F» Head, a majority of the Assexahly have imdertaken tp giKe hxoh, 
a« a new ma% some lessens, on responsible government; differ ejicejs 
Imve taken place ; the most outrageous proceedings have been adopted, 
tind the most estravagairt demaadshave been ma4e« and the suj^es 
have been withheld by a majority of the Assembly. But their pro- 
ceedings ID any of these questions prove nothing as to the sentiments 
«ad 'feelings of the pe^e.of Upper. Canada, any more than the report 
of one of their committees on geology proves what are the geological 
opinionsof &e Canadians. The. people of Upper Canada were never 
appealed to ojx.sjifj of these constitutional questions. The " Canadian 
Alliance Society*^ itself had no exist^ce until since tlie election <^ the 
present House o£ Assembly* The te^ by which a majority of the 
present Assembly was elected was their disapproval of the prbceedings 
of the late Assembly, in e]tpellin|f a member several times f(x the same 
ofience $ and I confidently declare, Sirs, that the imputation of your 
schemes to the people of Upper Canada is a libel upon them. The 
residence of m^icHfe has.been. among, the people of whpm I. tjius.i^ealt 
I am one of them by birth, education, feeling, and interest. I admit 
you have republican partisans there ^ you have, indeed, a 'f Canadian 
alliance" there; but it is not the organ of Upper, Canadian principle 
and feeling^ and the animus of its talent, and its weekly lecturer, is 
no^iing but a deposed Catholic priest The people of Upper Canada 



rrr' . 



^ (hy See tbifl proved in the 7t,h Ij^tter, where it lyiil ^ ^e% the leading " Rer 
formers" in the Upper Canada House of Assemhily, in 1635, disclaimed ad! desire t^ 
change the Conttitutiona and declared that nineteen twentieths of the inhabitanfa 
of Upper Canada were opposed to any change of that lidnd. 
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tiXe not republicans, nor do fhey desire a " gOTemment purely demd* 

cratic." They desire notMng but a monarchical colonial govemmeizt 

well administered; and the truth of this assertion they will assuredly 

prove by an almost unanimous elective voice whenever any British 

.Government puts the question to them, {ej 

I anil &c.| 

A CANADIAN- 
June I5thf 1836. 



(e) The first six of these letters were written before the diisolution of the Upper 
Canada House of Assembly was known in England. The <£ssolution of that Assem- 
bly took place the 28th of Maj — eighteen days before the date of thb letter; — the 
elections commenced the 27th of June—twelve days afterwards. The elecUons 
resulted in the return of such an Assembly as the author, from his personal know- 
liedge of the character and feelings of the inhabitants of Upper Canada, had 
confidently predicted. On the new Assembly being called together, a cotutitutumal 
address to His Excellency Sir Francis Head, of which the following are the 
concluding paragraphs, was adopted by the Assembly on the 16th of November, 
with a minority of only ten,~thus furnishing the strongest evidence of the correct* 
ness of the views and statements given in these letters : — 

"As the Constitution of Upper Canada happily secures to British Emigrants 
their own revered and cherished institutions— as this noble climate and luxuriant 
soil oflTer them immediate independence and support, with a moral assurance that 
their land must in a few years unavoidably increase in value to a great extent— wa 
reasonably hope, and will earnestly endeavour, to attract the redundant enterprise, 
capital and pppulation of the Empire, by setting before them these solid advantages 
in the most prominent and conspicuous manner ; and it is but natural for us to expect 
that capital and industry will now flow [^towards this favoured Province, in which 
we agree with Your Excellency in the conviction that such capital is fully as secure 
as in the Mother Country. 

" We will give our prompt and careful attention as well to the public accounts as 
to the estimates of the sums required for the necessary support of the public service, 
as soon as the same are laid before us, and will not tail to teke into our immediate 
consideration measures for relieving the Government of this Province from the 
embarrassment it has laboured under, and is still sufifering, firomthe supplies for the 
public service having been withheld. 

" We most sincerely hope that the important trust reposed in us by our constitu- 
ents will be discharged in a manner calculated to raise the Province in the estimation 
of the British Empire, and to secure to it those advantages which we have hitherto 
derive^ from its fostering care and protection. 

. "The principles of our Constitution, in the maintenance of which consists the 
safeguard of our lives, liberties and property, are identical with those of the consti- 
tution of the Mother Country, and if maintained in their purity, cannot fall to 
produce peace, prosperity, ana good government. 

" We are fully satbfied that the people of this Province desire nothing more 
ardently than to see those principles' supported, and the connexion with the British 
Empire sustained, and we therefore cordially re8f>ond to Your Excellency's deter- 
mination to maintain this, our happy constitution, inviolate. Protected from 
external danger by the overshadowing power of the Mother Country, and free to 
pursue any measures calculated to promote our internal welfare and improvement — 
we feel that there is a course before us leading to die most auspicious results, and 
that the time has arrived, when, preserving our character as a loyal British Province, 
our Institutions may be settled on a firm basis-rour resources developed — all well- 
founded causes of complaint removed— ^d peace and prosperity secured for us and 
our posterity." 
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LETTER IV. 



Sirs, — I tarn now to Lower Canada ; and in reference to your pardsans 
tiiere, I assert, tha^ tinder the pretence of claiming a republican sel^ 
goyemmen^ they are endeavouring to destroy British conunerce and 
interests in that province : to put a stop to British immigration ; to ex- 
terminate British influence; to bring. the population, speaking the 
English language, into complete subjection to the French inhabitants, 
and thus to re-establish the ancient French ascendency. My proofs, in 
this case, as they have been from the beginning, shall be derived from 
the acts and sayings of your partisans themselves, and not from the 
epithets or statements of an adverse party. 

Mr. G. B. Robinson asserted thus much in his place in the House of 
Commons on the evening of the i6th instant, which I propose to prove. 
Mr. Roebuck denied the truth of his statement, and called upon Mr. 
Robinson for his "authority.'' I know nothing of Mr. Robinson, nor 
to what party he is attached; but for the truth of his statement, in this 
instance, I can adduce numerous authorities. A few wiU answer my 
present purpose. 

I^ then, as you seemed by a sneer in the House of Commons to in- 
timate, the deadly opposition of the House of Assembly to a land com- 
pany formed for the express purpose of settling the wilderness parts of 
the province with British emigrants, and of developing its latent 
resources, is no*^ authority" in this case, will you admit as " authority" 
the loud denunciations of the Assembly against the expenditure of a 
frurthing by the Government for the promotion of immigration into that 
province ? Will you admit as *' authority" the passing of a bill, during 
its late session, to impose upon aU^hips and vessels coming from British 
ports, a qnarantme of twenty-one days, before they should be permitted 
to land a bale of goods or an emigrant in the province P Or, if all this 
be no " authority," except to prove how strongly you and your Canadian 
compeers favour British commerce and immigration in that' provincei 
perhaps the following extract from the Minerva newspaper (the leading 
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French jotins&l of your party published in Montreal, Lower Canada), 
will be admitted as possessiDg some ''authority" in support of the 
assertion which I have undertalien to establish ^*- 

''In examining with an attentive eye what is passing around us, it is 
easy to conyince oneself that our country is placed in very critical cir- 
cumstances, and that a revolution will perhaps be necessary to place it 
in a more natural and less precarious situation. A constitution to re- 
model, a nationality to maintain— these are the objects which at present 
occupy all Gaaadians* 

"Itm»ybeseen,ja«ooordi]igtoihis«that there exist here two partiei^ 
of oppo99ie interests and manners— the Camdians and the Engluk* 
lliese fiisttom Fjteitehmeii have the habits, and character of such. 
They have inheriJbBd from their &t)Krs, a- hatred to the English i wh«^ 
in their torn, seeiBg in Ibon Uie children of France, detest them. These 
two^parties can^nererunilB, iind will not alwi^jfs rooain tnm|^i it isa 
bad amalgamatian of inlcrestd^ of manners, of laogoage, andof rdigiaii, 
whidi 0oooer or laiter must prodnee a colUsien. It is st^^iently bdieiftd 
that a revolution is possible, bat it is believed to be &r off $• as fotme» 
I think it will not be delayed. Let th^n ccwsider these wprds of a 
great writer^ and they will no longer treat; a revolatltm and a separation 
fipODirtbe mother country as a chimera-— ' Tjhe greatest misfortune to 
man pelitiei^y,' says he, 'is taobey a foreign ppwer;. no* humiliation, 
no tonn€(ntof the heart, ean compare to this. 11b». sniveled naiti<m,.fit 
leastif she be. not pcotected by some extraordinaxy law, ought not tt> 
obey this Sovereign.' — ^We repeat it, an immediate $§paf<itHfm fiom 
Eb^aadia the only means ctf preserving our naiioimlitps Sfoitie time 
hence, whesa em^o^Km shaUfhova made our advHts^est our equalftin 
number, mste. dksing. and less generous Ihey ^nll dq^mvse «& of oar 
libexties, or wa shall have the same fate m our unhappji; eovatiyvLen 
the Acadldna Beleve me, tlus is. the &te tesBrvedlor usy if we da not 
hastdtftonmlieoursBli^atadf/waiifln^/'' (aj 



» l » * ■< H I 



(a)) Dfieitfr have beea made tofi«B0it6 the Fr^k infaahitaotgi of Lower Caaaida 
against the Govemment,. not merely because it is EritUh, in opporationto a Freridi 
Uovemmeiit, but' hfifSMa»h^i» Jh^tiBttt^ui in oontra»distiBOli#n to CaAoHc ;. thougk 
no Catholic is requirad by law tocoatributft to the support of any Protes^tclerr 
gyman } aind though by the statuties I4(h George III. and' 31st George III., cap. 31, 
His Majesty's tfubfeets pirafe8siiig,th» rtligbiiiof the€l|ui<ch of Btanej^itt^lMtlbk U.pP0r 
and Lowor Canada, are secured in the exercise and enjoyment of their religion, and 
their clergy are secttfediit die ^he» and rights which mey had beea aecustoii^ed 
to ei^oy under tbd Ckivemnient of France, as f^x aa it reUtc9 to. the- profeasora of 
that religion. So completelyis the Komish Church secured by those imperiid stitutes 
thatit^iaaiMllMt<M»e]ied.dk8Ctly or indiflntltir h^. the gbIoimI. Isgimtiiiia^ Y«t 
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Pisobftbly, Sirs» tbe IbHowing fnm a 'tpeeeh of Mr. Rodier, member 
of the Assembly, delivered :«h0r% alter. t^tseasetn of isbolera in Lower 
CaiBida, will also be admkted as^some " authoisty/' (The. cholera waft 
made a pretext for opposing- Bntish innnigsi^n, although it appeared 
in various places in the Canadas,.aad in the United States, where an 
emigrant had never be@i seen:— 

^ When I see my country in raoaming, tml my native land presenting 
to my eye nothing but one vast cemetery, I ask, what has been Ihe 
cause of all these disasters P and the voioes.of thousands of my fellow 
dtizens refund from 1heirtombs^-*-ii is emigration. It is not enough 
to: send amongst us avaxioious egotists, wathoutany otbev spirit of liberty 
than could be bestowed by a simide education of the couuier, to enrieh 
tibemsdves at the eiqiense of the. Canadians, and- then endeavour to 
enslave! them-4-they must also rid themselves of their beggars, and cast 
thtm by Aonsands on our>8hoses--^they must send us miserable being% 
who,, after having pazilaken> of the bread of our children, will snbject 



bear the French new»paper organ o£ithe Papiseau party in ithe very capital of 
Lower Canada. 

(Tiandated t'Aim ^ "CanadUn^* iiew6paper,pi|,blislied alQtiebeo, April 10,-ie35.> 
" Besides seeing that public, opinion in Canada had turned to reform, and that the 
model offered by the institutions of the United States was one which was proper for 
us and (ottid alone ensure to. ike ooV'niry the prospect of .hapfxiness and greatness ; 
seemg this, these writers did not miss the occasion to depreciate these institutions, 
wldch are the glory of this continent. * * * The only rational consequence to 
be drawn from the conflagration of the Boston Convent is, that Protestants are essen-^ 
tidily intolerant and the sworn enemies of Catholics, and wherever they can persecute, 
watkottt danger, they will do it. * * TbenefoK^ in Lower Canada xmr Go* 
vernment ia Protestant, and so much so, that it recop^nizes the Protestant 
religion only, protecting it by -duty as well -as by indmation, while it only 
tolerates the Catholic Religion. What becomes, then, of the outcry over the ashes 
of the Boston Convent against the institutions of our neighbours; they fall with all 
their weighAagainst the' Piotestant . and powerful actual Government of Lower 
Canada* * * * To find examples and proo/c of intoleraofie, hostility, and jealousy 
on the part of the Home government, aigainst Catholics, it is not necessary to cross 
the sea. [Here follow instructions to Sir G. Prevost in 1811, ironically denominated 
'* tolerant, * and which " we never can too often recall," says the writer, " to the 
attention ef the Catholic jpopulation of this province : Read them, Catholics, to 
whom the British Authorities are so much boasted, and see if your security is certain 
under the spirit that animates them.'*] There is scarcely one of tiiese articles that 
does not menace the annihilation of your religion. The only thing wanting isthe 
occasion to do it safely. Fortunately you are)Si>e to one, but let the Land Company 
go into quiet operation, and follow up the ^ood advice given it here by one of our 
principal personages to bring out English, Irish, and Scotch Protestants instead of 
Uatholics. Let suone the Land Company, protected by the Lesislative CouncU and 
tiie £xttciitcre, and the piesent generation will not descend to the tomb without 
witnessing the downfell, if not ruin, of a Religion, under tiie wing of which civiliza* 
tion has settled itself on the banks of the St. Lawrence." • • • « Let it not be 
thaii^ht that these instractions are a dead letter/' given after the discontents of Craig's 
administration, when it was necessary to conciliate. " Under these circumstances, 
a Governor ruling over a Catholic people, receives instf uctions, the execution or 
which would raise in revolt subjects the most contented with their Government." 
The writer terminates by the favourite explanation that " fear alone" restrains the Bri« 
tish Government from all the most horrid persecutions, &c." 
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diem to the horrors of hnnger and misery; they must do stiU more — 
they must send us, in their train, pestilence and death. If I present to 
you so melancholy a picture of the condition of this country, I have to 
encourage the hope that we may yet preserve our nationality, and avoid 
those future calamities, by opposing a barrier to this torrent c^ emi- 
gration. It is only in the House of Assembly we can place our hopes, 
and it is only in the choice the Canadians make in their elections they 
can ensure the preservation of their rights and political liberties.'* 

The following from Mr. Papineau's own pen will, perhaps, be 
admitted as still better, if not the best, '< authority.'' These extracts 
are made from an address of ten newspaper columns in length, to the 
electors of the West Ward of Montreal, or rather to the French inha- 
bitants of Lower Canada, which Mr. Papineau published after his last 
election to the Assembly, I wish it were admissible to transfer the 
whole address to this place ; but I must restrict myself to two or three 
passages, which will be sufficient to illustrate the feelings and views of 
your Canadian party. Mr. Papineau says — 

'' The constitution has ceased to exist of right; and, in fact^ can no 
longer be maintained but by force and violence, employed for the 
oppression of the many in the interest of a small band of pensioners, 
who work it weU to their own advantage, and who, for the good of the 
mother country and of the colony, cannot be too soon driven from pub- 
lic life, because they are too much corrupted to be reformed — ^too rotten 
to be cured. Their contact is contagious: no honest man should act or 
associate with them, and thereby prolong, even for a few days, their 
calamitous administration. 

'' It (the French party) has not, it ought not to entertain a shadow of 
hope that it will obtain any justice whatsoever from any of the author- 
ities, constituted as they are at present in this country. If it would 
entertain the same opinion of the authorities in England that it enter- 
tains of the authorities in this country, these obstacles could easily be 
overcome. 

** The affections of the British for Ireland and the colonies has never 
been any thing else than the love of the pillage of Ireland and the 
colonies, abandoned to the cutting and carving of the British aristocracy 
and its creatures." 

(Query — Have the colonies been ** pillaged," or made what they are, 
by the British Government?) 
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^ RfistHct your consumption of Britifih produce as much as possible* 

** Your enemies are not numerous enough to injure you. You arfe 
sufficiently numerous to injure them. Break all connection in business 
and interest with those who separate their affections and interests 
from yours. Pardon the ignorant who is mistaken. Chastise the rogue 
who deceives. Let those who are so presumptuous as to prefer their 
own opinions and wiU^ learn, that whatsoever be their titles to favours 
from the Administration, they have no claims to the confidence of the 
people. Bow not your heads,** &c. 

I could easily occupy columns with examples of such " authority'* as 
the above ; but out of the mouths of these " three witnesses" my every 
word is sufficiently established. 

What conclusions, then, does this threefold authority establish ? I 
think — 1st, that your French constituents in Lower Canada have struck 
for a Government of " nationality j" that is, a French Government; 2d, 
that therefore every man in office, without exception, is to be deposed; 
3d, that British commerce and immigration are to be opposed in every 
possible way ; 4th, that every man speaking the English language, who 
will not give in his adhesion to the " nationality" Government, is either 
to be ruined in his business, or " chastised** as a *' rogue" — ^that is, if the 
«* nationality*' party can doitj 5th, that "the British" are to be re- 
garded and treated as " pillagers" of the ** colonies," notwithstanding 
** the British" have given the French inhabitants of Lower Canada ten 
times more liberty than a French king ever gave them, and have pro- 
tected and fostered them as children, for more than half a century, 
without a farthing remuneration. 

I know not. Sirs, which is the greater prodigy of human perverseness 

of principle and feeling — ^the above examples of French ingratitude* 

heartlessness, arrogance, and ambition, or your own conduct in origin 

nating and promoting such a " nationahty** against the interests, 

character, feelings, and rights of your own countrymen. I will not im« 

pugn your motives; but I must say, that I envy neither your feelings not 

your reputation in such an advocacy and character, 

I am, &c, 

A CANADIAN. 
June 24^ 1836. 

P.S. I beg to subjoin a few extracts from a French pamphlet, 
printed at Montreal, but circulated in the country only amongst the 
illiterate and credulous habitans* An English translation of thi$ 
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t^ampUet has aj^eared in the Canadian new8i»aper8. The authorsliip 
of the pamphlet is attributed to Mr. Papineau. It expresses the same 
sentiments and feelings with those which have been quoted from Mr« 
Papineau in the former part of this letter. There are several things in 
the following extracts to which I crave particular attention.. 

1. The feeling sought to be instilled into the minds of the French Ca. 
nadiansi in respect to the Constitutional Act of 1791f inrespecttothemo* 
tives which dictated the passing of that act— an act for which the Fr^ach 
parly have again and again expressed their grateful acknowledgments; 
and in addresses to the King in 1828 and 1831 » they prayed his 
Majesty " to maintain the inhabitants of Canada in the full enjoyment of 
the constxttuion as established by law without any change whatever." 

2b The impeachment of the British government in disposing of the 
Crown Lands. The legal and constitutional right of the Crown to 
dispose of these lands will be examined in the sixth letter. 

3. The manner in which "Britons" are spoken of as intruders 
" swarming" to " our" shores, " our" country, &€. 

4. The admission that the "British " merchants, by their enterprise, 
and the " indolence " of the " Canadians," have " made themselves 
masters of all the trade, as weU foreign as domestic." 

5. The determination throughout to exterminate British power, and 
to re-establish French asc^adancy in Lower Canada. 

The following are the extracts referred to: — 

" Since 1792, Canada has enioyed the advantage of a Constitution, which pennits 
her to psirticipate in the legislation of the countnr, by the means of a tioase of 
Assembly, elected by a majority of votes, in each of the towns and counties. The 
friends of power extol this gift very highly, under pretext that we are indebted for it 
to the majsnamimous philanthropy of the English Government. The truth is, that 
, Constitution was granted to us by England only from necessity. She gave it with 
regret : and her (jovemors ure but too successful in following up the intentions of 
the Metropolitan State, by endeavouring daily to cripple the exercise of con« 




the powers of the Canadian House of Commons were so ambiguously defined as to 
be susceptible of different interpretations ; so that its privileges might be curtailed. 
1 herefore, a species of aristocracy was created by an upper house, called the 
Legislative Council, in such a manner as to frustrate every measure originating in 
the Lower House, which might b6 in opposition to the views of the admmistration. 
The Constitution "was granted merely to propitiate tiie people, and to wheedle them 
in the name of liberty ; but not to recognise any portion o^f sovereignty which 
belongs to the people ; nor to secure to the country the good effects which it ought 
to denve from so noble an institution." 

" The protection^ or to speak more plainly, English sovereignty over Canada, 
brought other evils in its tram. A swarm of Bntons hastened to the shores of the new 
British colony, to avail themselves of its advantaged to improve their own oon« 
dition.'' ■ .. -. 
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" The Goverament seized upon all the waste lands of the Crown. Those in- 
valuable estates, and which are becoming more so eveiy year, ought to have been 
left, or the greater part thereof, to the country : they would have proved instru- 
mental in amelioratmg every branch — ^in making new roads, building new bridges, 
opening ports, establishing institutions, embellishing the cities, erecting Roman 
Catholic churches, founding a school in every village, endowing colleges — ^in a 
word, a number of things of which we are at present deprived, and which the want 
of capital compels us to neglect, would have been accomplished by the proceeds of 
the public lands, and would have produced to the province those improvements by 
which the civilhation of nations is advanced." 

. " It is unheard of, that a monarch should seize upon all the lands of a state, and- 
convert the same to his own sole use. In all kingdoms the ungranted lands become 
national property ! they form the common treasure, they are managed for the gene<t 
ral advantage, and are only sold in the name of the nation, and each citizen receives 
a portion of the purchase-money, by the amelioration which the proceeds are the 
means of introducing into the country. Here it is .quite the contrary ; these rich 
territories have been wrested from Canada.'* 

" The remainder of those lands so wcongfiilly called ' Crown Lands, ' has been 
lately conceded to a Company of Si^eculators in England, who will realize immense 
]:irofits from them, whUe the Canadian people will be shut out from participating in 
those advantages ; as the proceeds arising from the sale of those lands, will not be 
expended in the Province, no benefit can result therefrom to the people of this 
country. ( b) But this measure u accompanied by a poUtical object on the part of 
the Colonial administration. The growing knowledge of the Canadians ana their 
inchnation towards right have alarmed the Britons : they wish to settle our soil with 
their own children, in order to obtain a majority sufficient to balance the elections in 
Canada; and afterwards by force of oppression, to compel the descendants of the 
Frenchmen, who profess a religion different from theirs, to abandon the place of their 
birth, the place where the bones of their fathers repose, a land to which they cling 
as their sacred home,** 

" In consequence of the facilities afforded by the administration, for the settlement, 
of Britons within our colony, they came in shoals to our shores, to push their fortunes; 
e^ery species of office was immediately filled with these new comers, but that was 
not sufficient for British cupidity : others of them established themselves in our 
cities, they were encouraged and supported by their fellow countrymen, and secretly 
extending their schemes, they slipt mto every profession, and made themselves mas« 
ters of all the trade as well roreign as domestic. The Canadians by their indolence 
contributed towards the fortunes of the British, they retired from trade satisfied with 
the moderate competence they had acquired, they did not support the young be- 

S'nners in trade ; and gradually all the Canadian mercluuits were supplanted by 
ritons." 

" If, as there was little doubt, the patriotic party could maintain its ground ; if 
the progress of reform could continue ; if the firmness of the Canadian representa- 
tives shewed itself well worthy of the continued confidence of their constituents ; if 
Britain should see herself forced to yield to all the demands of the colony, not only 
would the Clerkarchy (Bureaucracy) lose all their offices, which would be then 
distributed according to popular justice and common sense ; not only wouUl tjie 
British see their favours, honours, and profits eclipsed, and the preponderance of 
that aristocracy of which they are so proud ; but ,tney would still further be com* ' 
ptelled to assist in the act of equity, calculated to wound most deeply their jealous 
supremacy. They ought to be compelled to bend under the wiliof the majority. 
These men who pretend, notwithstanding their petty number, to dictate to and com- 
mand powerful oodles, (masses.) In a word, they would in despair be compelled 
to see the government yielding to the general voice — restore power to the ' enfiuu 
du tol,' whom they hate as much from political rancour, as from the diffimioe 
which exists between their origin, their rehgion, their character and haUts.'* 



(h) Bv the terms of purchase the British American Land Company are to expend 
aW'half the purchase-money within the province, in making roads, bridges, &C« 
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LETTER V, 

Sirs, — I think 1 have adduced ample testimony to prove that your 
French constituentsof Lower Canada hate "the British" as "pillagers," 
consider themselves a totally distinct people from the English, are 
hostile to British commerce and immigration, and are resolved upon esta- 
hlishing a government of "nationality;*' or, in other words, of re-esta- 
blishing the ancient French ascendancy. They already possess the repre- 
sentative branch of the Government; they demand the control of the 
Executive also, because, forsooth, they have been under British tuition 
long enough to be able at last to count, and have learned that they are 
the majority in numbers. 

On the contrary, you have repeatedly declared that the French 
Canadians are British in their views and feelings, and ought, therefore, 
to be invested with the sovereign authority of the majority in the 
government of Lower Canada. Now, apart from my refutation of your 
assertions on this subject, I would ask, on whose side of the question 
lies both a natural and historical absurdity? Is it natural for a man 
bom and educated with the views and feelings of a Frenchman (and 
thus have the French of Lower Canada been nurtured) to be British in 
his predilections and attachments P And in what age, or what continent 
or island, has a Frenchman ever become an Englishman ? 

Now, Sirs, the whole of British legislation towards Lower Canada—* 
indeed, towards any of her possessions which are or may be settled with 
a mixed population of English and French — turns on this point. If 
the English and French inhabitants differ in their views, feelings, 
customs, habits, and language. Great Britain must do one of three 
things. She must give them independency, and let them fight the 
battle of ascendancy among themselves; or she must legislate for, and 
govern, them, as two distinct races of people; or she must amalgamate 
them, either by abolishing the French language and feudal customs, or 
by abolishing the English language and British usages. The first, I 
take it for granted, no British statesmen but Mr. Hume and Mr. Roe- 
buck are inclined to do ; the last Great Britain ought to have done at 
the conquest of Quebec : the second she has endeavoured to do for half 
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a century. Several provisions of the British Acts of Parliament of 1784 
and 1791 were made in reference to two distinct classes of inhabitants^ 
securing to each class ample protection in the enjoyment of certain of 
its customs against the encroachments of the other* The great body of 
the British inhabitants are contented with, and claim the continuance 
of, the protection thus secured to them by the original constitutional law 
of the province. The French inhabitants demand an extension of their 
privileges and powers ; they demand, in fact, the annihilation of the 
less numerous British inhabitants, as a distinct class, under the assump* 
tion of a " nationality" government — grasping for the control of those 
branches of the government, by virtue of which the English inhabitants, 
notwithstanding their inferiority in nimiber, enjoy equal protection and 
advantages, and attempting thereby to bring the English minority (but 
the majority in wealth and intelligence) into that state of vassalage to a 
French domination, to which the majority principle of a republican 
government would reduce them in that province. 

I would here put it to any candid reader of any party, whether the 
English inhabitants of Lower Canada, even if they did not amount to 
10,000 instead of 150,000, are not entitled to that protection and to those 
advantages which the acts of the British Parliament pledged to them 
when they purchased property and settled in that province ? And can 
the British Parliament itself alter the constitution of Lower Canada so 
as to bring the English inhabitants, against their own consent, more under 
the control of the French, without violating good faith with the sons of 
the mother country ? I ask, on the other hand, whether the French 
inhabitantSjby declaring that the constitution which bestowed upon them 
the privileges they enjoy shall exist " no longer than it is supported by 
force and violence," have not forfeited all right to the privileges of that 
constitution ? The argument may be stated thus : — A majority of the 
British inhabitants insist upon the continuance of the original consti-* 
tution, well administered upon British principles. A majority of the 
French inhabitants insist upon having that constitution remodelled* 
This is placing the question in the simplest light, and the most favoura* 
ble to the French majority, for they do, in fact, demand independence* 
My conclusion therefore is, that the British inhabitants have the 
pledged faith of the British Legislature, for the continued enjoyment of 
their constitutional rights and privileges; whilst the French inhabi- 
tants, by renouncing the established constitution and appealing to hav<e 
it remodelled, have placed the rights and privileges which they eigoy 
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linder it, such as their language, customs, &c., at the disposal of the' 
British Parliament, to be dealt with as a question of expediency. 

I am not, however, prepared or disposed to say, that the English 
language should henceforth, after the year 1840, be made the legislative 
and judicial language of Lower Canada; nor do I say that the principles 
of English law respecting property, general registry, &c., should super- 
sede a French feudal system; but I will presume to 'submit to the 
consideration of British statesmen the following observations of a 
judicious and intelligent American writer : — 

" The unwise act of Lord Grenville, passed through Parliament in the 
y«ar 1 ^84^ permitting the people of Lower Canada to conduct their 
pleadings and promulgate their laws in the French language, has pre- 
vented them from ever becoming British, and so far weakened the 
colony as an outwork of the mother country. It has always been the 
policy of able conquerors, as soon as possible, to incorporate their 
vanquished subjects with their own citizens, by giving them their own 
language and laws, and not suffering them to retain those of their . 
pristine dominion. These were among the most efficient means by 
which ancient Rome built up and established her empire over the whole 
world; and these were the most efficient aids by which modem France 
spread her dominion so rapidly over the continent of Europe. While 
Lower Canada continues to be French in language, religion, laws^ 
haMts, and manners, it is obvious that her people will not make good 
British subjects; and Britain may most assuredly look to the speedy 
loss of her North American colonies, unless she immediately sets about 
the establishment of an able, statesmanlike government there, and the 
direction thitherward of that tide of emigration from her own loins, 
which now swells the strength and resources of the United States. Her 
North American colonies gone, her West India islands will soon 
foUowy'— America and her ResourceSy p. 245. 

Thus wrote even a republican in 1818. The progress of events in 
Lower Canada for several years past could not be more accurately 
narrated than the well-informed author of America and her Resources 
predicted them 18 years ago. This prediction will receive its complete 
alicomplishment in less than 18 years more, if His Majesty's Govern* 
ment does not take warning from the past If British pride and obsti- 
TULcy once lost 13 colonies, it is not less possible that British indulgence^ 
and liberality, and indecision, may throw away half as many provinces. 
I am aware that it ma^ be attempted to evade the force of my fects 
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rand teasoiihig, l>y aftst^rtrng what y oii| Sir% hare often endeaYotued to 
impress upon fhe House of Conunons, that the Canadian Republicanism 
which you advocate is as common to the British as to the French 
inhabitants of Lower Canada, and that the examines of French prcju** 
dit;e and feeling which I have adduced occurred during strong party 
excitement, and are not a fair specimen of the general feelings of the 
French population* 

To the first part of this objection I could oppose unquestionable 
testimony and statistical &cts. But I prefer establishing every part of 
my statements and arguments by xeference to the proceedings of your 
^ own party. I^ then^ there is the slightest foundation in your often^ 
repeated assertion, how is it that an avowal of the feelings of the British 
as well as French inhabitants of Lower Canada has never been made in 
fevour of your measures? How is it that associations have been 
formed, agents have been employed, and petitions, signed to the number 
of 20,000 or 30,000, out of a population of 150,000, have been trans- 
mitted to London against your ''nationality" scheme? If even a 
nominal fraction of "the British" support you^ how happened Mr. 
Speakejr Papineau, in a written address, to characterise " the British" 
as ^pillagers?" How happened the leading French organ of your 
party to assert that the English and French inhabitants were ** opposite 
m interest and manners," and could never be " amalgamated" without 
''producing collision" — ^that the "French have inherited from their 
Others a hatred of the English ?" How happened Mr. Rodier, member 
of Assembly, to denounce the English merchants of Lower Canada as 
"avaricious egotists, without any other spirit of liberty than could be 
bestowed by a simple education at the counter?" How happened the 
Canadians to be exhorted to elect members to the Assembly with the 
special view of "opposing a barrier to the torrent of emigration?" 
How happens every advocate of your party to insist upon a government 
of "nationality" in Lower Canada, as the grand consummation of their 
efforts and wishes ? Never, then. Sirs, let this absurd and groundless 
assertion escape your lips again. 

As to the second part of the objection, or rather the second objection* 
I admit that the examples adduced have all occurred during the several 
years of party discussion which has distracted Lower Canada. But 
this very objection is founded upon the truth of my argument, instead 
of overthrowing it; for if the opposition is not between the French and 
^iglish, aa distinct classes, how could the representatives of the Frendi 
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pstty have ever thought of denouncing the^glish by wholesale, ereit 
under the most violent excitement ? Nay, indeed, if there were the 
least truth in the objection, the stronger the excitement the more enthu- 
siastically would the English inhabitants have been lauded, instead of 
being scouted and proscribed as '* foreigners," '' egotists,*' ** pillagers^" 
and " beggars." 

On the objection respecting the general feelings and prejudices of the 
French Canadians^ I may observe that the character of those ignorant, 
harmless, idle, and superstitious people has undergone no perceptible 
change during the last half century ; in this sort of immutability of 
attachments, habits, and manners, they themselves boast and feel a 
national pride ; they declare their determination to perpetuate the cus- 
toms of their forefathers. I blame them not for it; I only assert it to 
be the fact ; and, therefore, that the British Parliament and Govern- 
ment must have an eye to this state of things in legislating for and in 
governing Lower Canada. I have already shown that one of their 
organs frankly declared, ''they had inherited from their fathers a hatred 
for the English;" I will now prove it — not from what may have 
occurred under the excitement of party feeling, but when gratitude for 
British kindness was overflowing the heart I take for my authority 
the Duke de la Rochefoucault Liancourf s Travels through the United 
States of North America and Upper Canadaf in the years 1795, 1796> 
and 1797 ; ^th an authentic Account of Lower Canada, The testimony 
of that exiled French nobleman is of great importance on this subject. 
I wiU, m the first place, give his ingenuous confession of his own 
feelings ; and then his statement respecting the feelings and habits of 
his countrymen in Lower Canada. The following passage, descriptive 
of the Duke's feelings when sailing over the Canadian lakes, &c., is, 1 
think, on more grounds than one, worthy of the particular attention of 
British statesmen, and I am persuaded no apology will be necessary for 
the length of it : — 

'' I am at a loss to accoimt to myself for the various perceptions which 
pressed upon my mind, and prevented my feelings from being entirely 
absorbed by gratitude, and by the pleasing sensations it naturally pro- 
duces. 1 love the English more, perhaps, than any other Frenchman; 
I have been constantly well treated by the English, I have friends 
among them, I acknowledge the many great qualities and advantages 
which they possess. I detest the horrid crimes which stain the French 
xevolutioni and which destroyed so many objects of my love and esteem; 
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I am banished from France; my estates are confiscated; by the 
Government of my comitry I am treated as a criminal or corrupt 
citizen ;' severed from all 1 hold dear, 1 have been reduced to extreme, 
inexpressible misery, by Robespierre and the ruffians whom my country- 
men have suffered to become their tyrants : nor are my misfortunes yet 
consummated — and yet the love of my country, this innate feeling now 
80 painful to me, so clashing with my present situation, holds an absolute 
sway over my soul, and pursues me here more closely than elsewhere. 
This EngHsh flag, under which I am sailing over lakes where the 
French flag was so long displayed — these forts, and these guns, the 
spoils of France, this constant, obvious proof of our formerweakness 
and our misfortunes, give me pain, perplex and overpower me to a 
degree which I am at a loss to explain. The success last year obtained 
by Lord Howe, which the English mention with more frankness because 
they suppose our interest to be intimately connected with theirs — ^the 
eagerness they display in announcing new defeats of the French, the 
accounts of which are prefaced by the assurance that English 
triumphs and exertion shall reinstate us in the possession of our estates' 
and followed with congratulations — all these common topics of conver- 
fiation, which our guests seem to introduce with the best intention, prove 
more painful to my feeUngs, as I am necessitated to hide my thoughts, 
lest I should be deemed a fool by the few, in whose eyes I am no 
Jacobin, no Robespierrian, and because I am, as it were, at cross 
purposes with mysel£ And yet it is a sentiment rooted, deeply rooted 
in my soul, that I would continue poor and banished all the days of my 
life, rather than owe my restoration to my country and my estates to the 
influence of foreign Powers and to British pride."— (Pp. 262, 263.) 

The Duke de la Rochefoucault Liancourf s account of the French 
Canadians is equally candid and equally fraught with wholesome 
counsel to the politicians of this great empire. He does not say, with 
Mr. Papineau and Mr. Roebuck, that "the British" have "pillaged" the 
Canadians — ^nay, though a bigoted, yet honest Frenchman, he admits 
that ** the British" have not only conferred upon the French Canadians 
privileges which had been withheld from them by a French King, but 
that they have actually had much difficulty in teaching and introducing 
among them those principles of civil liberty which are at once the 
birthright and the glory of Englishmen. Take the following extracts 
as proofis and illustrations : — 

"No Canadian has just grounds of complaint against the British 

p 
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Goveniment; the inhabitants of Canada acknowledge unanimously 
that they are better treated than under the ancient French Govern- 
Client I (a J but they love the French, forget themnot, long after them, 
hope for their arrival, will always love them, and betray these feelings 
too frequently, and in too firank a manner, not to incur the displeasure 
of the English, who, even in Europe, have not made an equal progress 
with us in discarding the absurd pr^udices of one people against 
another."— (Page 306.) 

*' They pay no taxeSy live well, at an easy rate, and in plenty ; within 
the compass of their comprehensions they cannot wish for any other 
good. They are so little acquainted (with the principles of liberty, that 
it has cost a great deal of trouble to establish juries in their country; 
they oppose the introduction of the trial by jury ; in civil cauaes these 
are not yet in use. But they love France, this beloved country engages 
still their affections. In their estimation a Frenchman is a being &r 
superior to an Englishman." — (Page 307.) 

" The fiiimers are a frugal set of people, but ignorant and laay^ In 
order to succeed in enlarging and improving s^griculture in this {Hrovince, 
the English Government must proceed with great prudence and per* 
severance ; for in addition to the unhappy prejudices which the inhabk- 
tants of Canada entertain in common with the formers of all other 
pountnes, they also foster a strong mistrust against every thing which 
they receive from the English ; and this mistrust is jgprounded on the 
idea that the English are their conquerors, and the French their 
brethren. There are some exceptions from this bad agricultural system, 
but they are few. The best cultivators are always landholders arrived 
from England."— (P. 314, 315.) 

" Upon the whole, the work of education in Lower Canada is greatly 
neglected. At Sorel and Three {livers are a few schools, kept by the 
nuns; inother places men or women instruct children. But the number 
of schools is, upon the whole, so very small, and the mode of instruction 
so defective, that a Canadian who can read is a sort of phenomenon. 
From the major part of these schools being governed by nuns and 
other women, the number of the latter who can read is, contraBy to tihe 



(a) ** Previous history affords no example of such forbearance and generosity 
on the part of the conquerors towards the conquered,— forming such a new era in 
civilized warfare, that an admiring world admitted the claim of Great Britain to the 
glory of conquering a people, less from views of ambition and the security of her 
other colonies, than from the hope of improving their situation and endowing them' 
with the privileges of freemen." (Political Annali of Canada.) 
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costom of other countries, much greater m Lower Canada than that of 

men. 

. ''The English Government is charged with designedly keeping tlie 

people of Lower Canada in ignorance; but were it Isincerely desiron* 

of producing an. advantageous change in this respect^ it would have aa 

gveat obstacles to sunnount on this head as in regard to agncultund 

improvements;"— (Pp- 318^ 3190 

I win not weaken the £or«e of die abdve extracts by any commenAs^ 
Our noUe author remarks^ in another place, that ^' nmeteen-twentieillii 
of all property, amenable before the courts of justice, belong to 
merchants." fbj (Page 32(X) The same remark holds good still, bm 
fax as regards the French populalSon. I have been repeatedly and most 
ecedibly informed that there is but one importing French meicantilB 
house in all Lower Cimada, and that not a large one ; and thati the 
prnxcipal j>artner in that h«vise was Inroaght up in a Britiish' house* in 
respect to edueaftLoni itself a litde, and but a litlie, advance kas been 
madfi among the French. Canadians. It is notorious in Ca(nad& thai 
several of the French, members of the Assembly can neither read not 
Wnte* Qut of two Fsench gra!nd juries in ihe district 6i McmteeaJi 
eBB|>aiieUed a^.sbt^'.time since, there was but one man who could: wsita 
his nam£« A special legislative act extsts in Lowev Canada toa,uthorisa 
1]ie tnastees of common, schools toi affix their marks to school reports^ 
Suchis theintellectiialstaiinre of the greal; majority of the peo|de.wlMso 
leaders and repsesentatives issue mandates to the Kjpg and Failiaatent 
of Great Britain, and demand a " nationality" Government over more 
than 100,000 expatriated Britons, and that too under the auspices and 
guidance and advocacy of Mr. Hume and Mr. Roebuck ! (c) 



(b) The author of the French pamphlet, quoted in the T^ostscript of the 4lh 
letter, bitterly admits, Aat through the " indolence" of the "Canadians,*' British 
merchants have become die sole possessors of the commercial wealth of X/Ower 
Canada. 

(c) The following remarks of the Kmgttm Chronicle (Upper Canada), November 
90, 1836, will enable honourable members of the British Parliament to estimate the 
correctness and importance of Mr. Roebuck's representations on Canadian affiiira : 

" We could quote numberless specimens of the bold mendacity of these retmtct- 
able servants of ths Lower Canada House of Assembly, (Messrs. Hume and Roe- 
buck,) but one will suffice. During the last session of the Imperial Parliament Mr. 
Roebuck rose in his place, and presented a petition against tne Timber Trade, in- 
foiming the House, at the same time, as the accredited representative of all the 
British North American colonies, he was authorised to declare to the House his 
constituents* extreme anxiety for the abolition of a trade so pernicious in its conse- 
quences. This daring assertion, of course, passed uncontradicted in the House, for 
the plain reason, there was no person to gainsay it. We know, but the gentlemen 
of the House of Commons could not, that all the British North American colonies 



36 

It may, indeed, be said, that the House of Assembly has passed 
several bills to promote the education of the French inhabitants, but 
the Legislative Council has either rejected or mortaUy mutilated themr 
and this gross ignorance has been thus perpetuated* Be it so ; but what 
sort of school bills has the House of Assembly passed? Why, bills to 
render each school among an ignorant peasantry a complete little 
republic, and e^cduding the slightest inspection on the part of the 
Government; and when the Legislative Council has amended any of 
those bills so as to give the Government that oversight of the common 
schools which obtains invariably in the United States, the House of 
Assembly has indignantly rejected them, pronouncing the Legislative 
Council a band of " British pillagers," and chosen Hottentot ignorance 
in preference to any educational instruction in which British influence 
might be incorporated— in which British generosity and intelligence 
might come in contact with French prejudice and jealousy, and the 
means of establishing a "nationality" republic be thereby retarded and 
coonteracted. And all this, says Mr. Boebuck, to the tmie of £1,100; 
fr-year; and says Mr, Hume, in the hope of a similar fee from Upper 
Canada, (but the *< baneful domination" letter has settled Mr. Hum^9 
agency for that province) all this, say these incomparable statesmen and 
patriots, is but the groanings of oppressed intelligence and vnrtue under 
the grinding despotism of British tyranny! I may say to you^ 
gentlemen, as Mr. O'ConneU is sometimes wont to say to your superiors, 
" I wish you much joy of your honour and your company !" 

I am, &c., 

A CANADIAN. 



repudiate the assertion, and denounce its author as a person totally regardless of 
truth. There can be no doubt that Mr. Roebuck's masters in Lower Canada (for 
we have nothing whatever to do with the man), are extremely anxious for the aW< 
lition of a trade that introduces British capital, emigrants with knowledge, industry, 
and loyal feelings, into these provinces. It is no part of their policy to cherish 
sttch.**^ 



37 



LETTER VI. 

Sirs, — I will conclude these letters with a few hrief remarks on your 
principal statements and arguments against the Canadian ExecutiveSi 
Legislative Coimcils, and Land Companies. 

You rest the truth of both your doctrines and statements upon the 
representations of a provincial assembly, and adroitly denounce state- 
ments, complaints, and remonstrances from any ever so respectable and 
numerous a portion of the Canadian inhabitants, as unworthy of credit 
or respect^ because they stand contradicted by the declarations of the re- 
presentatives of the people. (I allude particularly to Lower Canada.) 
Your tactics are specious, but dishonourable and deceptive. The 
authoritative remarks of " Junius," in reference to a British House of 
Commons, will apply with double force to either of the Canadian 
Assembhes, and will call up in the minds of intelligent statesmen many 
appropriate reflections on nearly all the representations of the preseni 
Canadian Assemblies. "Any man who takes the trouble of perusing 
the journals of the House of Commons will soon be convinced that very 
little, if any regard at all, ought to be paid to one branch of the Legisla- 
ture declaratory of the law of the land, or even of what they call the law 
of Parliament It will appear that these resolutions have none of the 
properties by which, in this country particularly, law is distinguished 
from mere will and pleasure ; but that, on the contrary, they have every 
mark of a power arbitrarily assumed and capriciously iapplied ; that 
they are usually made in times of contest^ and to serve some unworthy 
purpose of passion or party ; that the law is seldom declared until after 
the &ct by which it is supposed to be violated ; that legislation and 
jurisdiction are united in the same persons and exercised at the same 
moment" 

How fully have those very just observations of "Junius" been 
illustrated in most of the proceedings of the Lower Canada House ot 
Assembly for several years past ! I will give one example out of 
a score. That Assembly accused Lord Aylmer to the British House of 
Commons, in 1834, " of illegal, unjust, and unconstitutional cooduct" 
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A conmiitte* of the House of Commons was appointed to investigate 
these (with many other similar) allegations, and acquitted the accused. 
But did the accusers acquiesce in the decision of the tribimal to which 
they had appealed P No, no, the decision did not accord with their 
" will and pleasure/' and therefore they, only a few months after, declare 
that their " affections are like to be alienated from the Government of 
England itself" because " Matthew Lord Aylmer is still continued, in 
the government of this province, after having been formally accused of 
' illegal, unjust; and unconstitutional conduct' ** In the judgment of 
these learned and " purely 'democratic*' legislators, for a man to have 
been " formally accused," even though he may have been acquitted, is a 
total disqualification fbr office ; accusation is identical with guilt ; they are 
both the accusers and judges, and pronounce it an " alienating" g^evance 
from the Government of England itself, because they are not allowed to 
be the executors, as well as judges, of their own party accusations f 
Admirable emanations these of moral justice and constitutional 
inteUigfence ! 

Now, as an example out of a hundred of the weight which ought to 
be attached to the statements of your *• nationality" assembly, take 
the fbllowing : — In an address to His Majesty, about three months since, 
tiiat Assembly says, — " "We solemnly repeat that the principal object of 
tilie political reforms, which this house and the people of this province 
have fbr a great number of years used every effort to obtain, is to extend 
the elective principle to the Legislative Council," &c. Will the reader 
credit it, that a proposition to render the Legislative Council elective 
was never introduced into that Assembly until 1833 ; and* that in 1831 
Uiat very Assembly prayed unanimously, that " the constitution as 
established by law might be transmitted unimpaired to posterity P' ." 
Are three years a " great number of years P"' Well has " Junius" again 
remarked^ " In what a labvrinth of nonsense does a man involve himself 
who labours to mdntain fejlsehood by argument!' How much better 
would it become the dignity of the House of Commons (House of 
Assembly) to speak plainly, and tell us at once that their will must be 
obeyedjt not because it is lawful and reasonable, but because it is their 
wilL" 

So much, Sirs, for the authority on which you rest your state- 
ments. I will notice but one of your charges against the Lower 
Canada Executive. It is a principal one, and may, therefore, serve as 
a specimen of the rest. It is this — *' that it is seldom (to iise the words 
of the Assembly) men of French Canadian origin find their way into 
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office under any cucomstanees." The ignorajice of the French popula- 
tioDy as was shown in my last letter, is quite sufficient to account for the 
appointment of comparatively few Frenchmen to puhhc isitoations in 
former years— especially under an English Gorenmient, with the 
English laws, and with the French antipathies to the Eng^h. But I 
can prove from statistical documents, that a larger numher of persons of 
French origin haveheen appointed to office since 1828 (when the Ca- 
nada committee of the House of Commons made their report) than of 
British and American origin. I can give Uie names of the persons, offices, 
and time of appointment, if the correctness of this statement be 

questioned, (a) 

Thus much, then, on your facts, in addition to what I have advanced 
in my former letters. I will now advert to some of your peculiar 
doctrines. One is (as the Lower Canada House of Assembly expresses 
it), " to render the Executive Council directly responsible to the re- 
presentatives of the Canadian people." This is what you call <' re- 



(a) I will here add a few facts in support of these assertioDs. In the early 
part of Lord Aylmer's administration, his Lordship recommended the appointment 
of five gentlemen to the Executive Council, whose names are eiyen in his Lord- 
ship's dispatch of the 5th of March, 1834, and ofwhoin his Lordship says, — " Four 
of the five gentlemen ahove named are of French origin, and it is a circumstance 
worthy of notice with reference to the complaints of the House of Assembly of the 
' vicious composition ' (as they allege) of the Executive Council, that these gen- 
tlemen were sul Membeis of the House of Assembly, and all belonged to what is 
termed the popular or Canadian party in that house/' 

In an admirable despatch to the Earl of Aberdeen, dated the 18th of March, 
1895, Lord Aylmer has given a statement " showing the appointments to offices of 
profit or emolument made by his Lordship from the commencement of his adminis- 
tration to the Ist March, 1835," the offices, namet, and origin of the persons ap- 
pointed. I need not occupy these pa^es with the names and offices referred to. 
The following statements and obeervaUonfr of his lordship deserve particular atten- 
tion, and are, I think, conclusive on this subject. No apolognr is lequired for the 
length of them. 

" The House of Assembly complain ' that the chief recommendation to office 
continues to be a marked and bitter animosity towards the peoi>le of this province, 
that it is seldom men of French Canadian ongin find their way into office under any 
circumstances,' and so forth. 

" The assertion that it is seldom men of French Canadian origin find their way 
into office, is best answered by a reference to facts. From the accompanying state- 
ment, it appears that of 142 appointments which have been made to offices of profit 
and emolument, from the commencement of my administration in the month of 
October 1830 to the 1st of the present month (March 1835), 80 are of French 
origin, and 62 not of French origm ; that during tne same period the appointments 
msKle to offices, not of profit and emolument, amounting to 580, 296 are of French 
origm, and 285 not of French origin. It thus appears, that in the two instances 
above-mentioned, the one of appointments to offices of profit and emolument, and 
the other to offices not of pront and emolument, the advantage id on the side of 
individuals of French origin. 

^ " In regard of the appointment of commissioners for the trial of small causes in 
different parts of the country, the same statement shows that those appointments 
amounted during the same period to 330, of which 151 arc of French origin, and 17^ 
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sponsible government ;'^ and U involves nothing more nor less than the 
terminationof British supremacy in the Csuoadas. For — 1. It is plain 
that the Governor and his Council cannot both be responsible for the 
same act, any more than the King and his Cabinet 2. If the Comicil be 
responsible, the Governor must be merely the nominal head of the 
Government, the same as the King of England, and cannot therefore be 
responsible for the acts of the Local Executive, either to His Majesty or 
to the British Parliament 3. If the Executive Council be " directly 
responsible" to the Local Assembly, then the Executive Council is not 
only the acting head of the provincial Government, but is irresponsible 
to the King and British Parliament; for no man can serve two masters ; 



Bot of French origin, leaving a trifling numerical advantage in favour of the latter 
class, which is accounted for in a nota bene at the foot of the statement.* 

" The appointments to be commissioners for the trial of small causes had no con- 
nection whatever with the general election, during wUch the Local Government 
preserved the strictest neutrality. An au^entation of the number of the magis^ 
trates in various parts of the country,, wmch had been in contemplation for soma 
time, was suspended on that occasion to avoid anything that could bear the 
wpearance of an inteference with the elections ; and the same returning officers in 
the several counties, cities and boroughs who had before performed that office, were 
reappointed, although it was perfectly well known that the greater number of them 
were favourable to the party opposed to the Government, and those only of the 
former returning officers were removed (a. few in number), who had on previous 
occasions incurred the censure of the majority of the House of Assembly. 

"The assertion of the House of Assembly, that the persons appointed by roe to 
office are men who display ' a marked and bitter animosity towards the people of 
this province,' must appear very extraordinary after reviewing the accompanying 
statement of appointments to office during my administration, and it is one which I 
find difficult to answer, because the individuals alluded to are themselves taken from 
' the people of the province,' towards whom they are represented as entertaining 
sentiments of ' marked and bitter animosity.' 

" The drift of this assertion of the House of Assembly is evidently to make it 
appear that the Canadians of French origin are unfairly dealt with in the distribution 
of offices ; and it is made a matter of complaint with a certain political party in the 

Srovince, which is identified with the majority of the House of Assembly, that the 
anadians of French origin are not appointed to office in numbers corresponding 
with their proportion to the whole population of the province. Upon this point i 
take leave to submit a few observations to your Lordship's consideration. They 
occur in my answer to an address from the inhabitants of Montreal during the last 
summer, and are introduced here in order that they may be presented to your Lord- 
ship's notice in an official form. 

" If it be desirable that a rule should be established for the distribution of the 
honours and employments at the disposal of the Crown amongst the King's subjects 

• The following is the nota bene referred to : — 

** N.B. The majority of commissioners of Small Causes not being of French origin, 
is accounted for by the fact, that nearly one-third of these appointments are for the 
townships, where persons of French origin do not reside, and where the French 
language is not spoken. 

" Not of French origin includes persons of every other ori^n who have received 
appointments, very many of whom are descendents of families settled within the 
province for several generations, and who are as much identified with the best inter- 
ests of the province as it is possible for persons of French origin to be. A fact 
which is alike applicable to every description of appointment, whether of emolu- 
ment or otherwise." 
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and <' direct" responfiibility to the local Assembly implies-^dependence 
of the Imperial Parliament Your doctrine is, therefore, inconsistent 
with the colonial relation of the Canadas to the Mother comitry, and 



in the province of different origin, according to their relative numbers, it becomes a 
matter for consideration, in what manner this object is to be accomplished. Is it 
proposed to separate and divide into classes the inhabitants of English, French, 
Scotch, Irish and American birth or origin ; and in like manner to parcel out into 
shaures proportioned to their respective numbers all those honours and employments 
assigning to each class its due proportion ? or, is it proposed, that successively as 
emplo3^ents in the various departments of the administration become disposable, 
they shall be conferred upon individuals of the several classes in rotation, thereby 
establishing a species of lottery of the favours and distinctions of Government ? 

" In giving effect to the principle of distribution above-mentioned, the necessary 
calculations for ascertaining the numbers in each class must undergo frequent re- 
visions, with reference to the constant changes going forward in the component 
parts of the population of the province from the enects of immigiution and other cir- 
cumstances. These, and other details, would inevitably nve rise to further com- 
plaints and jealousies ; but what is more than all to be deprecated, the principle 
above-mentioned directly tends to keep alive and perpetuate those very distinctions 
of national origin, which have been complained of, and of which the traces cannot, 
for the tranquulity and prosperity of the province, be too speedily or too effectually 
obliterated. 

" It is not in the light in which this subject has just been placed that I understand 
the liberal views of His Majesty's Government, but rather that the most rigid impar- 
tiality shall be observed in aistnbuting the honours and employments at the disposal 
of the Crown, and that without reference to national origin, he who may be con- 
sidered the best qualified for employment, or most deserving of honour, shall be the 
individual preferred. 

" This, as I understand it, is the principle upon which His Majesty's Representative 
in the province should govern his proceedings in the distribution of the honours and 
cqnployments at the disposal of the Crown — a departure frorn it in favour of any par- 
ticular class can alone constitute a just ground of complaint, and if inflexibly and 
steadily acted upon, no such ground of complaint can reasonably be brought forward 
on any side. 

'* I have only to add, my Lord, to the foregoing observations, that the 
principles they inculcate have served as the rule of my public conduct in the 
administration of the Government of this province ; and that in selecting individuals 
for office, I have invariably made choice of those who, according to the best of my 
judgment, were best qualified for it, without partialtty, favour or affection. 

" It appears from the statement which accompanies this despatch, and referred to , 
above, that of the appointments to offices of profit and emolument which have been' 
made during my administration, more than one-half have been bestowed upon Ca- 
nadians of French origin. The assertion of the House of Assembly, therefore, that 
' it is seldom men of French Canadian origin find their way into office under any 
circumstances,' has been fully disproved. And with reference to the complaints of 
the Assembly upon that head, I beg to call your Lordship's attention to the fact, that 
the whole of the preferment of the Boman Catholic church in the province, ex- 
ceeding 25,000i. per annum, besides fees and dues, is almost exclusively in the hands 
of ' men of French Canadian origin ;' the head of their church, in the province 
(himself invariably a French Canadian enjoying a large revenue, of which 1,000/. 
per annum is paid out of the military chest), disposing of that preferment at pleasure^ 
and without the slightest interference or control being ever attempted on the part of 
the Local Government. I beg not to be understood in statmg this fact, that! con- 
template, or would desire to see any change in the present system of patronage in 
the Catholic church — far from it ; the fact is brought forward merely with reference 
to the complaints of the Assembly. 

" In admtion to the foregoing advantage enjoyed almost exclusively by 'men of 
French Canadian origin,' the appointment of teachers in the schools established in 

G 
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proposes not merely the relinquishment of the royal prerogatives and 
authority in those provinces, hut also the transfer of the prerogatives and 
authority of the imperial Parliament to the local assemhlies ; or, in other 
words, the independence of the Canadas. 

According to the present relation of the Canadas to the parent state, 
the Governors are responsible to the King and Parliament for all the 
■acts of the local Executives; they can also be prosecuted by any 
individual in the colonies for any act of oppression or injustice, as well 
as any justice of the peace; the Executive Councils are councils pf 
advice, not cabinets, and are responsible in those cases only in which 
the constitution of the Canadas requires their concurrence to give effect 
to executive acts. And pray, Sirs, what other responsibility is more 
efficient than this, or can exist in the Canadian Executives, unless 
SovereignLegislatures be established there, the same as in Great Britain, 
or in theUnited States P 

What you have advanced respecting the Legislative Councils also re- 
quires a brief notice. One of your principal charges is, that those Coun- 
cils have opposed the improvement of the country. I have already shown 
that the Legislative Council of Lower Canada has not opposed the diffu- 
sion of education; I will now ask you how you can make it appear that the 
Legislative Council of either province has opposed the improvement of 
the country? Have not the majority of those Councils always been 
strenuous advocates of all possible &cilities of internal navigation P 
Are they not mostly merchants, with considerable landed property 
in the country P How, then* can they be otherwise than favourable to the 
agricultural and internal improvements of the country, when those very 
improvements are the sinews and life-blood of their own commercial 
enterprise and freehold wealth P 

•But, you say, some unworthy individuals have been appointed Legis- 
lative Councillors. Has no unworthy individual ever been called to the 
House of Lords P I admit that individuals have been caUed to the 
Legislative Council who, after their appointment, have shown them- 
selves utLworthy of the honour conferred upon them and the trust reposed 



the country parts of the province, under the authority of Acts of the Provincial 
Legislature, ivith salaries and allowances amounting altogether to 18,000/. per 
annum, is virtually at the disposal of the Members of the House of Assembly, of 
whom the great majority are of French origin. 

" Taking together the facts which I have had the honour of stating above, your 
Lordship will perhaps be of opinion that the Aasemhly have no reasonable cause to 
coipplairi of the men of 'French Canadian origin' being upon an inferior tooting .to 
their fellow-subjects of British and other origin in the province, in regard to the 
enjoyment of ofiices of profit or emolument." 
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in them ; but have not many wealthyi intelligent, and worthy individuals 
also been called to the Councils ; and have not many sharpers and 
bankrupts been elected to the Assemblies P And would not such 
characters be as likely to find their way into elective Councils as into 
such elective Assemblies P This objection only proves, at most, the want 
of caution on the part of those who have invested such characters with 
legislative powers i but it affects not the principle in the one case any 
more than in the other. 

You say, again, the Legislative Council is dependent upon the vnll of 
the Executive, because its members are appointed by the Crown. I 
answer, would the members of the Houseof Commons be very dependent 
ti[pon the people of Great Britain and Ireland, if they were elected for 
life P How, then, can you say the members of the Legislative Councils 
are dependent upon the Crown, when, the very moment they are elected 
Councillors, they are legislators for life, and can no more be deprived of 
the legislative character than any member of theBritbh House of Lords. 

Your answer then is, "The Legislative Council bears no analogy to 
the British House of Lords, either in number, wealth, influence, or 
intelligence/' I admit it; and wiU ask, in reply, what analogy the 
Canadian House of Assembly bears to the British House of Commons, 
in numbers, wealth, influence and intelligence P What analogy does 
Canada itself bear to Great Britain in these respects P To establish 
your vague and oft repeated assertions on this pointy you must prove 
three things. 1. That a Canadian House of Assembly possesses more 
wealth, intelligence, and influence in comparison of the Legislative 
Council, than the British House of Commons does when compared with 
the House of Lords. 2. That the British House of Lords possesses 
more members, wealth, and intelligence in comparison of the population, 
wealth, and intelligence of Great Britain and Ireland, than a Canadian 
Legislative Council does in comparison of the population, wealth, and 
intelligence of either of the Canadas. 3. That the House of Lords 
represents a larger portion of the feelings and interests of the inhabi- 
tants of Great Britain and Ireland, than the Legislative Councils do of 
the feelings and interests of the inhabitants of the Canadas. Now, 
Sirs, from 30 years' residence in the Canadas, and nearly a year's 
travelling and residence in England, with a tolerable knowledge of the 
political, commercial, and literary history and present state of Great 
Britain and Ireland, I unequivocally deny each of these propositions ; 
and (with the exception of purely French prejudice in Lower Canada 
against every thing English) I positively affirm, that in each case the 
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comparison would turn on the side of Canadian Legislative Councils. 
And in this assertion I concede to the House of Lords all that is attri- 
buted to that venerable and noble body by its ablest advocates. 

If it be desirable, in the present position of affairs, to increase the 
number of members in the Canadian Legislative Councils, that can be 
done without subverting the principles of their constitution, either by 
the Crown exercising its already established prerogative, or by an 
imperial act, empowering the present councillors to elect one or more 
representative members from each county, the same as the 16 represen- 
tative Peers of Scotland are elected at the commencement of each 
Parliament. 

But^ Sirs, whence arises the implacable hatred of your Canadian 
confederates and yourselves against the constitution of the Legislative 
Coimcils ? I answer, from the same source with your enmity against 
the constitution of the British House of Lords. You have, as a 
pretext, adverted to the acts of the Lower Canada Legislative CounciL 
I am not the advocate of those acts, any more than I am the apologist 
of numerous acts of the Elective Assembly: but I venture to assert^ 
that if the acts of the Assembly were as carefuQy and as pugnaciously 
scrutinized as those of the Legislative Council have been, your argu- 
ment would more than fall to the ground. Your &,miliar assertion, that 
''the Legislative Council is the mere screen of the Executive Govern- 
ment^" sufficiently developes the cause of your rancorous denunciation 
of that body. You and your partisans have sought the possession of 
the Executive prerogative and ^wer $ you have demanded that the 
"Executive be directiy responsible to the representatives of the 
(Canadian) people ;" iu the preambles and certain clauses of many bills 
which the Canadian Assembly has of late years passed, attempts have 
been made to accomplish these objects; which objects have been steadily 
resisted by the Legislative Coimcil, either by rejecting or modifying 
such bills. Here, then, is the real cause of the present war against 
the constitution of that branch of the Government. The Legislative 
Council has met the Assembly on the threshold of its attempts to gain 
the citadel of Executive supremacy, and has thus " screened" or shielded 
the Royal power from being degraded into "a government purely demo- 
cratic." Happy is it for the inhabitants of English, Scotch, Irish, and 
American origin, who speak the English language, that there is a 
Legislative Council in Lower Canada; and it is to be hoped that that 
branch of the Government will be sustained with an integrity and 
decision, in proportion to its importance. You have wisely concentrated 
all your forces against the Legislative Council, because you weU know 
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that the constitutioii of that body forms an unpregnable fortress for the 
defence of the Royal prerogative on the one hand, and the protection of 
the rights and interests of 150,000 British inhabitants on the other. C^J 
The Upper and Lower Canada Land Companies are another strong 
hold and increasing resource of British influence and power, on the 
overthrow of which you are as intently bent as on that of the Legis- 
lative Councils. Hence your "aUiance" party in Upper Canada 
demand the ** extinguishment of all monopolizing land companies;" 
and the majority of the Lower Canada Assembly charge the British 
Parliament with having " sanctioned the sale of lands belonging to this 
province to several individuals using the title of the 'British North 
American Land Company,' and hereby have taxed this colony, contrary 
to the most important and indisputable of the birth-rights of British 
subjects." These Frenchmen then employ a long paragraph of decla- 
mation on this " unconstitutional taxation," fej and '* equally unconsti* 
tutional application of the said tax," this ** destruction of the political 
independence of the people," &c., and conclude by demanding " the 
immediate repeal of the act passed in &vour of said Land Company.'* 
The speech of Mr. Roebuck, in the House of Commons on the evening 
of the 16th of May, contains a repetition of this bombast of the 



(b) During Sir James Kempt*s administration of the Government of Lower Ca* 
naaa,/(mr new members were added to the Legislative Council, two of whom were 
of French origin. Fourteen were added during the administration of Lord Aylmer, 
of whom eijght were of French, and six of British origin. Concerning these additions 
to the Legislative Council of Lower Canada and the character and independence of 
that honorable body, Lord Aylmer, in a despatch to Mr. (now Lord) Stanley, dated 
5th March, 1834. makes the following very just observations. 

" Not one of those 18 gentlemen holds office, or is in any way connected with or 
dependent upon the Government of the Province. 

" The actual state of the Legislative Council is as follows : — It consists of thirty- 
five Members, taken from the most opulent and respectable classes of society of 
various orinn. in different parts of the Province, of whom seven only hold office, 
including their Speaker (the Chief Justice of the Province,) and the Lord Bishop of 
Quebec, who is rarely present at the deliberations of the Council. 

" It would be difficmt, perhaps, to find in any British Colony a Legislative Body 
more independent of the Crown than the Legislative Council of Lower Canada; and 
so far am I from possessing, as the King's Representative, any influence there, that 
I will not conceal, that 1 have on more than one occasion regretted the couise 
adopted by the Council. But whilst I make this confession, I will not deny but I 
have, on the contrary, much satisfaction in avowing that I repose great confidence in 
that branch of the Colonial Legislature ; — it is a confidence derived from my know* 
ledge of the upright, independent, and honorable character of the great majority of 
those who compose it, and of their firm and unalterable attachment to His Majesty's 
Person and Government, and to the Constitution of the Colony as by Law 
established." ' 

(c) To hear these Canadian republicans and their London counsellors and agents 
clamour about " taxation " and the ** burdens of the people,'* a stranger would 
naturalW conclude, that the Canadians are oppresnvely taxed '; when Uie fkct is, 
the whole of the public taxes in either of the Canadas is, for each individual, only a 
fraction more than one-third of the amount of taxes paid by each citizen of th« 
neighbouring States of the American Republic. 
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Lower Canada House of Assembly. But whence tliid hostility to the 
Canadian land companies P Not on account of their mode of managing 
their affairs, for no one has attempted to impugn the honorable and 
liberal character of their proceedings* Not on account of their 
obstructing the improyement of the country, for it is notorious, and 
can be denied by none, that those companies have added much to the 
value and brightening prospects of the Canadas, by maldng their di* 
mate and resources better known in this country, by directing thither 
thousands of British emigrants, many of whom have already risen 
above the poverty that pressed upon them in their native land, and are 
rising to easy competence, and in instances not a few to wealthy inde- 
pendence, by settling tens of thousands of acres of exceUent land— by 
expending large sums of money in making roads, erecting machinery, 
villages, &c. — ^by inspiring English capitalists with confidence to make 
Canadian investments — and by contributing incidentally to increase the 
commerce between Great Britain and the Canadas. But all these facts 
are so many objections with you and your partisans against the Canada 
and British American land companies, because the salutary operations 
of these companies all bear ultimately upon one point—- the increase of 
British property, of British principles, of British influence and power 
in the Canadas, and the consequent defeat of the French ''nationality" 
and "purely democratic'' Bcheme8,(dJ 



(d) The interests of these Companies — especially the British American Land 
Company, — ^have been seriously prejudiced by the cautious silence which has been 
observed on the part of the Ministers of the Crown, in the House of Commons, 
whilst successive attacks have been made by Messrs. Hume and Roebuck, during 
the last two or three sessions, upon the legality of Ihe titles to the lands which those 
Companies have purchased, and the sales they have made to actual settlers. I have 
known persons who were desirous of purchasing land of those Companies reason in 
this way — " Their titles are publicly aenounced in the British House of Commons as 
defective, where it has also been asserted, no person is secure of the property he pur^ 
chases of them; nor has the King's Government said aught to the contrary. It is 
plain therefore that the Government feels that the titles of these Companies are* 

?[ue8tionable,or that it is not disposed to afford them its countenance and protection ; 
or surely, if otherwise in either case, it would defend its own acts and assure' its 
continued protection to those who, in reliance upon its good faith, have made large 
investments and incurred heavy expenditures." It was therefore vrith no ordinary 
satisfaction I heard the Under Secretary of State for the Colonies, in his place in the 
House of Commons, towards the close of last session of Parliament, denounce the 
crusade of Messrs. Roebuck, Hume and Co. against the Canada and British American 
Land Companies, and indicate the inflexible determination of His Majesty*s Go- 
vernment to fulfil to the uttermost its engagements with, and the reasonable 
expectations oi, those enterprising parties who nave already done so much to promote 
the British and commercial interests of the Canadas. Situated as the Canadas are in 
the neighbourhood of the United States, His Majesty's Government will most effec- 
tually strengthen and perpetuate the mutually beneficial connexion of those provinces' 
with the Mother Counti7 by encouraging, in ever^ possible way, the Canadian in- 
vestment of British capital,— thereby creating a reciprocal oneness of interest between* 
the two countries. On the other hand, that a very large and increasing profit will* 
at no distant period, be realized from such investments there cannot be the slightest 
doubt. The increased value of landed property in th^ neighbourhood of the im- 
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The " Canada Company,** which has large tracts of excellent land in 
Upper Canada, was incorporated by royal charter, and act of Parliament 
in 1826. The ^* British American Land Company" was incorporated as 
late as 1834; it has already purchased seyeral townships of valuable land 
in the southern parts of Lower Canada. The former has become too 
jGrmly established in both its operations and character to be much aSected 
by your attacks ; the beneficial and popular, though infant, operations 
of the latter excite the principal terror and oj^osition of the " nation- 
ality," and anti-emigration Frenchmen of Lower Canada. Your objec- 
tions and declamations, however, are directed equally against the titles 
and objects of both companies ; and on account of their incorporation 
and the sale of certain waste . lands of the Crown to them, you have 
sought to disaffect the Canadas towards the British Government 
Allow me, then, to disa|)use the British public on this point also. 

Your principal charge is, that the King and British Parliament have 
violated the constitutional rights of the colonists by disposing of tracts 
of waste lands of the Crown, because you say <' these lands belong to 
the Canadas." This act the Assembly of Lower Canada calls <<a 
virtual dissolution of the constitution, for the consequences of which it 
cannot answer," and modestly declares, '' that the people of the old 
colonies, now the United States of North America, however much they 
were aggrieved by attempts at unconstitutional taxation, had much less 
to complain of on the score of executive usurpation than the people of 
this province." Now, Sirs, how does it appear that the waste lands of 
the Crown are the property of the Canadas ? Did not the whole of 



proving provihcial towns in England, will enable any person to judge, of the certain 
increase m the value of landed ]>ropeity in a new country, as its almost every where 
arable sou is brought under cultivation, where towns and villages are ever and anon 
uready rising up in the wilderness, which is rajpidly disappearing before the hand of 
Bntish and Canadian industry and enterpnse ; where canaU and railroads are 
projecting and being carried into operation, m connexion with various otiier internal 
improvements, calculated to develop the latent resources of the country and promote 
theinterttits and comfort of the inhabitants,— and where, even in a state of nature, there 
are amazmgfecilities of internal navigation. It is true, that in Lower Canada the 
blig^hUng $imoon .of French ignorance and ambition has paralyzed the efforts of 
iSntish enterprue and industry during the last few years ; has suspended every im- 
provement, and even produced a temporary depression in the value of property; but 
this barner to the prosperity of Lower Canada as a British provmce, it is in the 
power of His Majesty's Government and the Imperial Parliament, in a great degree. 
If not entirely, to remove. In Upper Canada also the recently developed and now 
defeated conspiracies of a similar Jacobin party have, for two years, partially checked 
the rapidcareerof prosperity which has characterised the history of that province, 
^ut when it is recollected that during the last thirteen years, from 1823 to 1836, 
(under yanous disadvantages which do not now exist,) that province alone has in- 
creased m population froml50,ie9 to 346.600, and that during the same period, landed 
property has mcreased in value from one hundred and fifty to five hundred per 
cent., the most cautious British capitalist can entertain little doubt of the secunty 
and ultimately large profit of his Canadian speculations. ' 
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those colonies once belong to the Crown of Great Britain and Ireland? 
N o one can deny this. It thence follows that those parts of the Canadas 
which the King has not given to the colonists or colonial legislatures 
3till belong to the British Crown. Haye these lands, then, been given 
to the Canadas by any order of the King's Government P No. Have 
they been given by even a resolution of any branch of the British 
Government? No. Does any provincial charter or the Constitutional 
Act of 1791* which established legislatures in the Canadas, concede 
these lands to the colonies ? No. The very act which authorised the 
colonists to elect representatives to legislate for them, recognizes the 
authority of His Majesty to dispose of these lands as he pleases ; and 
it is no more a violation of the constitution of His Majesty (and espe- 
cially by an act of the Imperial Parliament) to dispose of these lands 
to individuals or companies, than it is for Mr. Papineau to sit in the 
House of Assembly. It is as much a subversion of the constitution to 
infringe the prerogative of the Crown, as it is to infringe the rights of 
the colonists. Both are equally recognized and established by law. 
The "property of the Canadas" is that which the constitution has 
placed at the disposal of the local Legislatures ; the property of the 
Crown is that which the constitution has placed at the disposal of His 
Majesty. There were no Legislatures in the colonies until a Royal 
charter or act of the Imperial Parliament created them. Those Legis- 
latuTi^s, therefore, possess no power which was not given them by the 
act which created them, or by some subsequent act of paramount au- 
thority. If the titles of the Canadian land companies are not valid, 
then not an individual in either of the Canadas has a vaHd title to a 
foot of land. 

But you wiU probably reply (as your Canadian confederates have 
often contended) — that " these Crown lands were worth very little 40 
years ago, but by the industry and enterprise of the colonists they have 
been rendered valuable j therefore they are the rightfril property of the 
colonists." I answer, the increased value of property in the colonies 
does not annihilate the rights of the Crown any more than it annihilates 
the rights of an individual. The increased value of the land enclosed 
in Hyde-park, occasioned principally by the industry and enterprise of 
the citizens of London during the last 200 years, does not transfer the 
title or right to that property from the Crown to then!. It is true that 
the Crown lands in the Canadas were of little value 40 years ago j it is 
also true that the lands of individuals were of as little value. It is 
likewise true, that whilst the value of Crown lands has been increased 
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by the industry and enterprise of the inhabitantB^the value of their lands 
has been equally increased by the protection, and encouragement, and 
expenditures of the Crown and the British Parliament. With how much 
propriety therefore might the British Government say to your " purely 
democratic'' Canadian confederates, — ''Most of you were worth nothing 
when you settled in the Canadas — all you possess you have acquired 
ttnder the constitution of Government which you are now endeavouring 
to destroy — to many of you lands were given with merely paying a few 
shillings office fee ; we have protected your lives, property, and com- 
merce — we have expended large sums of money in maintaining a 
government amongst you, in erecting fortifications, and making im- 
provements — you ought now to contribute something to reimbiirse those 
expenditures." But the British Government demands no such return. 
It has even given up to the Colonial Legislatures revenues which were 
formerly under its own control. 

But whatever accession may have been made to the value of the 
Crown lands in the Canadas by the labours of the inhabitants, your 
French constituents have no claim to the benefit or credit of it They 
have never thought of going beyond the old French seigniories, and 
have contributed no more to the improvement or increased value of 
Crown lands than to the settlement of New Soutli Wales, As well, then, 
might the inhabitants of Guernsey talk about "unconstitutional taxa- 
tion" as the French " nationality" of Lower Canada. But how does it 
appear that selling a quantity of waste lands of the Crown is " taxation" 
at all P What tax does it impose upon a single individual of any 
British colony ? Does it not, on the contrary, contribute to the settle- 
ment of these wild lands, and add to the value of landed property in the 
edlony generally, and especially when it is known and considered that 
every £Eirthing of the proceeds of the sale of these lands is expended in 
the Canadas ? Even in the United States, the public lands in the 
different states are not granted or disposed of by the Local State Legis- 
latures, but by the General (or Imperial) Government. 

How groundless, therefore, are your vapourings about "unconstitu- 
tional taxation," « violation of the constitution," &c. The object of 
them, however, is sufficiently obvious — namely, to establish in the 
Canadas (to use your own words) "a government purely democratic." 

What then would 1 ask of His Majesty's Government and the Impe- 
rial Parliament in ^is state of Canadian affairs ? I would ask nothing 
for Upper Canada but an opportunity for the people to express their 
wishes as to monarchical or republican government^ by electing repre- 
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tentatives for that purpose. Tbe7 haye never been appealed to on the 
subject, as were the French habitans of Lower Canada in 1834. I 
ask that the people of Upper Canada may not be libelled, but that they 
may be permitted to speak for themselves. Is this request or proposi- 
tion unreasonable ? (e) 

In behalf of my feUow-subjects and countrymen who speak the 
English language in Lower Canada, I ask, as they have often asked^ 
that their relation to the British Government may not be changed, by 
the transfer of the Royal prerogative, or the control of the Crown 
revenues, to the French House of Assembly. To accede to the demands 
of the Assembly wiU be a violation of good faith, as pledged in the con- 
stitution, to the British inhabitants, will turn over 150,000 souls from a 
British Government to a French majority domination; and will virtually 
and practically place them under a French Republic, whether it be 
called a British province or not I can hardly imagine such a policy on 
the part of the British Government to be possible; but if it be possible, I 
do say on good authority, that the sons and descendants of Great Britain ' 
and Ireland wiU not be thus transferred, or sold, or given into the hands of 
Frenchmen. Thousands of them wiU die on the battle-field first They 
wOl at once say, '' If we must be placed under a Republic, it is far better 
to be the citizens of an English, than the vassals of a French Republic." 
They will, in the first place, make forcible resistance ; and in the next 
place, they wUl seek a union with, and the protection of the United 
States Government; because they know that if the United States 
Government should obtain possession of Lower Canada, it would esta- 
blish the English as the legislative and judicial language there, as it 
has done in all its other French and Dutch possessions. The French- 
men of Lower Canada are also aware of this, and dread a union with . 
the United States much more than they do Mr. Hume's "banefiil 
domination of the mother country." Their object is to establish a local 
French " nationality" Republic. But such will most assuredly be the 
feelings and efibrts of the British inhabitants if the faith of the British 
Government be broken with them. I cannot believe that they will ever 
be reduced to such an alternative; but supposing a case which the 
events of the past year have rendered possible, I frankly state what will 
be the certain result I have ample proofs in my possession that such 
has been a common feeling and consultation amongst them during the 



(b) The wish here expressed has since been realized. The gratifying result will 
be found in a note on page 20. 






first few months of Lord Gosford's feeble though well-meant goyern- 
ment. ** Britons never will be slaves." 

It may be said, '' the United States do not want to enlarge their 
territories." That may or may not be true ; yet no man would object 
to the enlargement of his possessions, however extensive and valuable 
they might be, provided an adjoining estate could be added to ihem with 
comparatively little trouble or expense. Great Britain has no desire to 
enlarge her territories ; but she would not object to take possession of 
all her old North American colonies again, if a majority of their wealth 
and intelligence were to seek an alliance with her upon justifiable and 
honourable terms. But the burning shame would be, that the expa- 
triated sons of Britain should ever be reduced to seek an alliance with 
a foreign power. 

One thing more is asked for the British inhabitants of Lower 
Canada — ^namely, that as the supplies for the maintenance of the local 
government have been lately placed under the control of the Assembly, 
they may have an equality in the representation of the province. It were 
easy to show from early Royal proclamations and acts of the Imperial 
Parliament, and the administration of the government of Lower Canada 
for more than half a century, that the perfect equality of the British 
with the French inhabitants was provided for and recognized, notwith- 
standing the inferiority of their numbers. I now contend, that this 
equality should be carried into the representative branch of the Govern- 
ment also, when it is invested with great additional powers. I contend 
for it, not because the British inhabitants are equal to the French 
population in numbers, but upon the very stipulations of the conquest 
of French Canada — ^upon the provisions or articles of the original 
compact — and upon the ground of actual possession from 1763 to I83I, 
when the supplies for the maintenance of the local government were 
placed under the control of the Assembly. I contend for it also upon 
the ground, that the British inhabitants possess, confessedly, the 
majority of the wealth and intelligencei and pay more than one-half of 
these recently conceded revenues of the province. Even before this 
control of the supplies was given to the Assembly, Mr. Stephen, one 
of the Under-Secretaries of State for the Colonial Department, gave it 
as his opinion, *' as the only effectual mode of rescuing the English 
townships from disadvantages to which he thought it was neither just 
nor safe to subject them," that " the French and English representatives 
should be brought with an equality, or some approach to equality in 
numbers, into the same Legislature." Mr. Stephen observed fiirther— 
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" The great source of these controversies is the difference in the two 
races, combined with the difference in the territories on which they are 
settled." — (Evidence before the Canada Committee, 1828.) In a former 
letter I have proved this to be the fact ; 1 therefore contend, that " the 
two races" should be equally represented in every branch of the 
Government. This is all the British inhabitants ask for. One means 
of accomplishing this object is, to increase the representation of the 
English townships, as was done originally, and with great advantage 
to new settlements, in the states of New Hampshire and Vermont, 
where every given district was allowed to elect one representative to the 
Legislature as soon as it contained 20 families, and to elect two repre- 
sentatives as soon as it contained (I think) 40 families, when the 
representation of the district was complete. Until this equality of the 
" two races" in the representation is granted, or until the House of 
Assembly retraces its steps and promises fidelity to the principles and 
equitable administration of that constitution of government to which it 
has heretofore professed unqualified attachment from 1791 to 1833, 1 
submit that it is no more than an act of justice to the British inhabitants 
of Lower Canada, that His Majesty's Government should resume the 
appropriation of those revenues out of which the supplies for the 
maintenance of the local Government are granted. CfJ 

I have only one thing more to ask in behalf of the Canadas. As 
you, Mr. Hiune and Mr. Roebuck, have been proved to be the authors, 
as well as the agents of the " nationality" and " democratic Govern- 
ment" schemes in the Canadas, I would submit to the hon. members of 
the House of Commons that they treat your speeches, whenever you 
rise to address them on Canadian affairs, with those marks of neglect, 



(f) The resolutions on which a bill was founded and afterwards passed, to place 
the revenues raised under the 14th of George III. (amounting to about £31,000 

Ser annum) at the disposal of the Legislature of Lower Canada, were moved in the 
[ouse of Commons by Lord Howick, the 18th February 1831. These resolutions 
provided that a civil list for seven years, amounting to £14,000 per aim. should be 
granted by the LowerCanada Legislature j but no such condition or saving clause was 
embodied in the bill. The consequence is, that the House of Assembly has obtained 
the control of those revenues, but has refused to pass any such supply bill for the 
support of the provincial Government, the officers of wnich are leu year after year 
without a farthing salary. When the measure was brought into the House of Com- 
mons — even with the understood provision that the Lower Canada House of Assem- 
bly should agree to the seven years' civil list of £14,000 per annum — Mr. Hume is 
reported to have said, — " sure he [Mr. Hume] was, that the passing of such an act 
would be to the Canadians a highly prized boon ; it would afford satisfaction and 
content." The sequel is, that Mr. Hume's *' satisfaction and content" has been the 
virtual suspension of Government and legislation in Lower Canada from that time to 
this,— the prompting of the Canadians by Mr. Hume and Mr. Roebuck to demand 
organic changes in their up to that time lauded Constitution, to "resist the British 
Parliament" itself, and to " keep the conduct of the Americans between 1772 and 
1782, and the result, ever in view/' until they should obtain entire " freedom and 
independence from the baneful domination of the Mother Country.*' 
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contempt, and scorn which your conduct so richly merits. The members 
of the British House of Commons would confer few greater benefits on 
the Canadas tlian thus to treat the men who have endeavoured on the 
one hand to persuade Englishmen that the Canadas are a useless and 
expensive burden to England, and on the other to excite the inhabitants 
of the Canadas to " resist the British Parliament," and to assert "free- 
dom and independence firom the baneful donunation of the mother 

country." (g) I am, &c. 

^ ^ A CANADIAN. 

London, July 12, 1836. 

(g) It is not easy for any other than a reudent in the Canadas to appreciate or 
conceive the influence which the debates of the British Parliament have upon the 
public mind in that country. When Messrs. Hume and Roebuck make positive 
assertions as to either the measures or i>rinciples adopted in the administration of the 
Colonial Government, and those assertions or arguments, so called, are very partially 
met on the part of His Msges^*sGovemm€At, or all discussion is pufritcZy deprecated 
and evidently evaded, the effect is most injurious to the Government m the Cana^ 
das. The pupils and partisans of Messrs. Hume and Roebuck proclaim, that '* the 
Government are afraid to have the people of Eng^land made acquainted with the 
system of oppression and corruption whicn prevails m the Colonies ;" or that " such 
and such statements were made and such principles were laid down before the 
Bri^h House of Commons without being demed or contradicted, and were therefore 
tacitly assented to and sanctioned by the reformed Parliament of Great Britain." 
Such are the infeienceswhich have been sedulously and successfully impressed upon 
the public mind ia the Canadas' from several debates or conversations which have 
latterly take^ place in the House of Commons on Canadian afiairs: nor can any 
explanation, however correct and conclusive to a mere £nglish reader, remove the 
erroneous and injurious impressions thus made. On the contrary, when the assertions 
of these London dictators of Canadian republicanism are pointedly met, and 
their doctrines denounced with an English like frankness and independence, and 
determination, the effect is equivident to settling the questions thus mooted in the 
minds of the CanaiUan people,— especially in Upper Canada. I am aware that the 
British public are fully competent to appreciate the statements and dogmas of 
certain politicians, independent of other notice, and well know when silence ia St« 
Stephen's proceeds from sullen disgust at the tedious verbiage of a, political empiric* 
or breathless admiration of a profound statesman. But what is conventional in Uie 
British House of Commonsis little understood or kno^ni in distant Colonies, where 
a Roebuck and a Hume, from being unopposed, or opposed in a subdued tone, in 
their Canadian politic8,^haTe been puffed into the political magnitude of a 
Stanley and a Peel ! 

May I, therefore, without being considered presumptuous orintrusive, entreat that 
Messrs. Hume and Roebuck be not henceforth allowed by the Members of the 
House of Commons to proceed with impunity in their Colonial twaddle. Will 
honorable Members favour the CanacUans with some key to the understanding of 
their real feelings on such occasions 1 Will every British Statesman who desires the 
continuance of the North American Provinces as an integral part of the British 
Empire^ speak of the Constitution of those Provinces — at least or the Canadas~not 
as a doubtfiil experiment — ^ri|phtful game therefore for the speculations of every adren- 
turer—but as the settled basis of a mutually ratified compact between the Colonies 
and the Parent State— a compact under which, it can be proved, the Canadas have 
advanced in population, agnculture, commerce and wealth, more rapidly than the 
adjoining Republican States— a compact under which at least 50,000 emigrants from 
the United States have settled in Upper Canada alone — a compact embodying 
principles and obligations which have been, during nearly half a century, spoken of 
in none other than the strongest terms of aidmiration and attachment in Royal dis- 
patches to, and Legisktive and popular addresses from, the Colonies,— principles and 
obligations to whicn allegiance nas been pledged on the one side, and Royal faith 
has been plighted on the <yther ; — a compact the unsettling of which will, I am 
pursuaded. be the precursor of the dissolution of the existing political connexioir 
between Great Britain and North America. 
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LETTER VII. 

Defence of His Excellency Sir Francis Head, against the Attacks of 
Mr, Joseph Hume and his anti-constitutional Associates in Upper 
Canada, 

To His Majesties Principal Secretary of State for the Colonial 

Department. 

My Lord, — I take the liberty to address your Lordship as the official 
defender of the Prerogatives of the Crown, and the protector of the 
rights and privileges of the colonists, from the Governor down to the 
humblest emigrant. The object of the present letter is to refute the 
misrepresentations of Mr. Hume, in his speeches on the affairs of 
Upper Canada, in the House of Commons, on the evenings of the I6th 
and I9th ult, and to defend His Excellency Sir F. Head against the 
attacks of Mr. Hume and his discomfited Canadian confederates. 

In my former letters 1 think I have fully proved, in reference to 
Upper Canada, — 1. That the object of Mr. Hume and his Canadian 
associates, upon their own confession, is the establishment of a Canadian 
Republic, under what they call the " British Constitution." 2. That 
this project originated with Mr. Himie and Mr. Roebuck. 3. That the 
party in Upper Canada, which Mr. Hume calls ''Reformers," had 
always expressed themselves attached to the constitution of that 
province, up to January of the present year, and repudiated as a calumny 
— what some of their opponents attributed to them — that they medi- 
tated a change in the form or constitution of the Local Government. 
4 That the inhabitants of Upper Canada had never been appealed to 
or consulted on those changes in the Constitution, which have been 
demanded by a majority of the late House of Assembly at its last session, 
and were utterly opposed to such changes, and would show themselves 
so (as I expressed it in my third letter), '' whenever the question should 
be put to them by any British Government" My prediction has been 
already fulfilled. The inhabitants of Upper Canada have been ap- 
pealed to — not by His Majesty's Government, but by the Lieutenant 
Governor, upon his own responsibility; and more than two-thirds of 
them have responded in favour of the constitution and Sir F. Head, and 
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against Mr, Hume's fraternity. Of the sixty-two representatives newly 
elected to the Assembly, forty-four are Constitutionalists; (n) and I 
venture to affirm, that the constitutional majority would have been still 
more overwhelming, had the elections been held two months later. 
This result of the Upper Canada elections has been termed " a re-action." 
It is a re-action in respect to individuals elected to the Assembly ; but 
it is not a '* re-action" in the Constitutional principles of the inhabitants 
of that province. That was the first time they had ever been appealed 
to as Constitutionalists and anti-Constitutionalists. 

The principal, and indeed, only authority on which Mr. Hume and 
Mr. Roebuck have, for the last six months, based their statements, is a 
Grievance Report, which has been transmitted to England, and distri- 
buted amongst members of the Imperial Parliament In my third letter 
I have given some reasons why no confidence ought to be placed in that 
fEibricated and disgraceful document About the same time that my 
letter was written in London, the Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canada 
publicly applied the following language to that Grievance Report: — 
" Gentlemen, 1 arrived in this Province impressed with the belief that 
the Grievance Report was an honest document It is with deep regret 
I now deliberately declare it to be a deception, containing assertions to 
which I can give no milder designation than that they are incorrect ; 
and whenever the proper time shall arrive, it will be easy for me to con- 
trast the statements in this report with the facts which are before us all. 
When this result shall be known, the British Government which so 
promptly attended to these complaints, and His Majesty, who so nobly 
desired they should be corrected, will no doubt entertain feelings which 
it is not for me to express. In the meanwhile, the fact I state to you 
will sufficiently explain, why I have been so vexatiously opposed 
by the very agitators who called for reform j for the truth is, they did 
not dare to face their own Grievance Report — ^they were afraid to meet 
me upon that ground, well knowing that it is easier to transmit accusa- 
tions to a country *40OO miles off,' than to substantiate them upon the 
BpoV*— Extract from His Excellenct/'s reply to an address from certain 
inhahitants of the Toumship of Toronto^ May, 1836. 

The electors of Upper Canada have confirmed the truth of that 
statement; yet does Mr. Hume, in the House of Commons, on the 



(a) Siocetha meeting of the new Aisembly, the greatest force which the oppod- 
tion has been enabled to mutter it eUven votes. 
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eyenings of the 16th and 19th instants, reitenrte a catalogae of charges 
against the Governor and Qovemment of Upper Canada, founded 
entirely upon that exploded document, and the accompanying state- 
ments of a majority of the late Assembly, who have been, on account 
of their conduct in reference to that very Grievance Report, and those 
statements, ejected from the Assembly during the recent elections in 
Upper Canada. I doubt whether there is more than one other member 
of the Imperial Parliament, besides Mr. Hume, who has the hardihood 
to practise such an impudent imposture upon an English House of 
Commons, and the British public. 

The next resource of this defeated party is, to attribute the result of 
the late Upper Canadian elections to the exercise of corrupt and 
unconstitutional influence, on the part of His Excellency Sir F. Head ; 
and in order to prefer and establish these charges in this country, 
against the Lieutenant Governor, a Mr. Charles Buncombe (Member 
elect for the County of Oxford, Upper Canada,) proceeds to England, 
petitions the House of Commons and employs Mr. Hume to com- 
municate and endorse his statements to the British Parliament and 
public. This Mr. Dimcombe seems to have left Upper Canada secretly, 
as I see no mention of his departure in the Canadian papers, and to 
have taken upon himself the Herculean task of getting Sir P. Head 
removed from the Government of that Province. I will, therefore, now 
take upon myself the task of unmasking this political adventurer, and 
of vindicating Sir F. Head from the calumnies of his republican and 
disappointed enemies. 

This Mr. C. Buncombe is a native of the United States, where he 
was formerly a country schoolmaster. He at length qualified himself 
to pass a medical examination ; came into Upper Canada about twelve 
or sixteen years ago, and commenced business as a medical practitioner 
and land speculator; has acquired considerable influence in the inland 
County, for which he has got himself elected to the Assembly. But be 
it remembered, that this same Mr. Dimcombe has acquired his political 
influence with his neighboinrs and patients, by professing a warm attach- 
ment to the established Constitution of Canada, and an imcompromising 
opposition to all innovations upon it And I feel quite sure that, 
notwithstanding there is no local newspaper published in the County 
in which this Mr. Duncombe has been elected, and the inhabitants have 
not the greatest facilities of information, and perhaps a larger proportion 
of them are American settlers than in any other County in Upper 



57 

Canada, yet were Mr. Buncombe's new-bom opinions as well and as 
generally known amongst his constituents as his late constitutional 
ones are, he would not be at this hour Member elect for the County of 
Oxford, So decided a constitutional reformer has this Mr. Buncombe 
been, up to within a few months, that on the 30th of January, 1835, he 
proposed a resolution in the House of Assembly strongly condemnatory 
of Mr. Hume's celebrated "baneful domination" letter. IwiUletMr, 
Buncombe (in a speech corrected by himself) and his resolution speak 
for themselves ; and I beg it may be remarked in what language Mr. 
Buncombe and the party he purports to represent were accustomed to 
speak, not merely of the Constitution of Canada, but of the Canadian 
policy of the British Government, up to last January : — 

" I am not one of those," said Br. Buncombe, " who think they should 
act without any regard to the opinions of their constituents ; neither am 
1 one who hastily expresses an opinion upon another. But my opinioa 
on this subject (and I beheve it is the opinion of the country), is, that 
we should decidedly express our disapprobation of the sentiments con- 
tained in this letter, — (Loud cries vf " hear^ hear^^^ from both sides of 
the House.) If Mr. Hume wrote that letter for the purpose of express- 
ing his opinions on the free trade, it might be allowed to pass unnoticed r 
but I cannot view it in any other light than for the purpose of alienating 
the affections of the people from the mother country, and in that light 
I believe it is viewed by almost every person in the Province and out of 
it » # # • • ♦ i« J ^o^d ask if this House would allow a Mem- 
ber of the Imperial Parhament to interfere in the affairs of this country, 
and advise the people to throw off the Government of Great Britain, 
without addressing his Majesty on the subject ? I trust not We are 
told this is not what was intended by the letter; but the language is so 
plain that any man of common sense cannot mistake it — (hear, hear) ; 
and the explanation Mr. Hume has attempted is no better— it just 
amounts to the same thing. If, Sir, Mr, Hume had shown us that the 
British Government was ruling us with a rod of iron, that our addresses 
were neglected, and our wishes disregarded, there might be some excuse 
for his conduct But that is not the case j for I will appeal to the jour^ 
nals of this Souse, that when we passed addresses last session on 
various subjects connected with the welfiare of this country, whether 
they have not been attended to with the most favourable disposition on 
the part of His Majesty's Government to our wishes. [Here the Hon, 
Gentleman mentioned the several despatches which had been comma- 



58 

nicated to the House in answer to addresses.] And I do not recollect 
any occasion when this House addressed His Majesty's Govemment, 
and their address was unattended to. This, then, being the manner in 
which the country is treated by the British Government, I do not believe 
that there is a Member in this House will stand up and say that his con- 
stitaents approve of the sentiments put forth in Mr. Hume's letter, in 
which the Government of the Mother Country is called a ' baneful 
domination.' And this being the case, I shall feel it my duty, if the 
amendment proposed by the Hon. Member for Lenox and Addington 
is lost^ to move a resolution expressing a strong and decided opinion, 
unconnected with any other matter. — (Hear^ hear,) For, Sir, I con- 
sider it to be of the utmost importance to this Province, that the British 
Government should know what are the sentiments of the country, when 
they (the British Government) are told that some are 'beginning to cast 
about in their mind's eye for some new state of political existence,' and 
others are ' keeping in view the example and result of the revolution of 
the United States.' If our loyalty and attachment to the British Govern- 
ment should begin to be suspected, would not her protection be with- 
drawn from our commerce, and no more of her money be expended in 
this country ? And would not our constituents very justly say to us, 
when they began to feel the effects of such measures, 'You have 
brought upon us all this evil, and all this poverty ; by refusing to disclaim 
connexion with persons who have avowed themselves the enemies of 
British Government in this country P' And how could we justify to 
them our conduct P It is not only necessary that Hon. Members should 
' feel loyal in their hearts,' but they should on this occasion express the 
loyalty which they feel." " If the amendment be lost, 1 will move one 
that will express my sentiments on the subject" [Here the Hon« 
Member read the following resolution] : — " That this House, as the re- 
presentatives of the sentiments, and guardians of the rights and interests 
of the people of this Province, have witnessed with feelings of regret 
and utter detestation the suspicion of disaffection and disloyalty to His 
Majesty's Government, as construed to be cast upon the people of this 
Province, by the seditious representations and advice contained in a let- 
ter purporting to be written by Joseph Himie, Esq., Member of the 
Imperial Parliament, dated 29th March, 1834, addressed to the Chief 
Magistrate of the city of Toronto, and published in the public news- 
papers of this Province, stating that ' a crisis was fast approaching in 
the affairs of the Canadas which will terminate in freedom and inde- 
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pendence from the baneful domination of the Mother Comitry; and 
that to accomplish this object 'the conduct of the Americans between 
1772 and 17B2, and the result, should be ever in view ' by the inha- 
bitants of these Provinces. The inhabitants of this Province are fully 
sensible of the many advantages they derive from their connection with 
the Mother Country, and the apprehension that there is a disposition on 
their part to dissolve that connection, must be most injurious to their 
best interests in the councils of their Sovereign's Government, and is 
most repugnant to their feelings of strong and tried attachment to their 
Sovereign and the Constitution under which they have the happiness 
to live." 

Such were this Mr. C. Buncombe's public doctrines and professions 
in January, 1835, and by virtue of which he obtained a seat in the 
Assembly in 1834. On the same occasion, Mr. Perry, the acknowledged 
leader of the Opposition against Sir F. Head, the very man who 
moved the ''stopping of the supplies," because Sir F. Head would 
not consent, as Sir George Grey expressed in the House of Commons, 
on the evening of the 16th instant, " to alter the Constitution ;" — I say^ 
on the same occasion, Mr. Perry uttered the following words : — " That 
House had no evidence that Mr. Hume ever wrote such a letter ; but 
admitting that he (Mr. Hume) had written it, and meant what it was 
said he did — to make the people of Upper Canada dissatisfied with 
their present form of Government — ^he (Mr. Perry) disagreed with him, 
(Mr. Hume) and thought Mr. Hume must have been misinformed to 
think the people of Upper Canada desired any change : for he (Mr* 
Perry) would stake his existence, that where one would be found for it, 
twenty would be found against it." Such were the professed principles 
of Upper Canadian reformers, as late as 1835. Let the British reader 
now hear the aforesaid Mr. (miscalled) "Reformer" Buncombe, on the . 
20th January, 1836, in reference to an address which proposed to " alter 
the Constitution" in respect both to the Legislative and Executive 
Councils. What Mr. Buncombe had termed in 1835 " that Constitution 
under which the inhabitants of Upper Canada had the happiness to 
live," and to which they entertained "feelings of strong and tried 
attachment," he terms in 1836, "an Act of Parliament". which it waa 
the "business of every day to amend," and in which he now says "the 
people" wish " a change." Take the following extract from his speech 
as an example: — "He (Mr. Buncombe) believed that the proposed 
address accorded with the views of a majority of the people and of 
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that House. There wius nothing revolutionary in it It was simply a 
proposition to amend ah Act of Parliament which had created such 
alarm. He (Mr. Duncoml[>e) had thought amending Acts of Parliament 
was an every-day business, and it ought to be done whenever it was 
required to meet the wishes and interests of the people. We wish for 
a change, and what (other) course shall we take P" 

After witnessing such " a change" in the doctrines of Mr. Buncombe 
and his associates within twelve months, you, my Lord, and the British 
reader, wiU not be much surprised — as incredible as it may appear — 
that they should next be found employing, as their representative in 
the House of Commons, the same identical Joseph Hume, whom they 
had in 1835 anathematised, and excluded from the circle of their political 
connections. And it is quite in keeping, that " honest Joseph," pocket- 
ing and forgetting past insults, and in the true Greek Loan spirit, should 
again become their man, nothing doubting, if he can reinstate them in 
place and power, they wiU vote him a salary, (equal to Mr. Roebuck's 
from Lower Canada) in 1837) as a plaster for their censures upon him 
in 1835. 

Here permit me to beg your Lordship's attention to the conclusion 
which the foregoing singular facts authorise and establish. How 
happen these Canadian self-styled " reformers" and Mr. Hume, who 
were so far apart in 1835, to be one in 1836 ? Has Mr. Hume changed 
his doctrines of Colonial policy, since he stated, in a letter to Mr. H. 
Taylor, of Canada, September, 1833, that it was his " wish to set not 
only the Canadas, but all British North America, free to govern them* 
selves by their own representatives, as the United States do P" By no 
means; but these Canadian patriots are now demanding what Mr. 
Hume exhorted them to seek in 1833-4, and what they themselves dis- 
claimed and condemned in 1835. In addition to this, they disclaimed in 
1835 any fellowship with the French repubUcans of Lower Canada; 
but in 1836, they adopt resolutions and addresses approving of the 
objects and proceedings of the Lower Canadian Frenchman. 

I would, therefore, submit to any candid reader of any party, whether 
the above obvious and confessedly essential changes in the recorded 
sentiments and proceedings of the majority of the late Assembly, in the 
sessions of 1835 and 1836, are not amply sufficient to accoimt for their 
complete defeat during the recent elections in that Province, without 
supposing the exercise of any improper influence on the part of Sir F* 
HeadP On this point I may also add, that in my private letters from 
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tJpt»er Canada, written ih the tuonths of April and May, tlie defeat of 
the anti-Constitutional party was predicted. One gentleman, (not a 
political man) who had trayelled, during the mcmth of April, through 
the Midland, Prince Edward, and Newcastle Districts, embracing the 
Counties of Frontenjic, Lenox and Addington, Hastings, Prince 
Edward, Northimiberland, and Durham, stated to me in a letter dated 
the 30th of that month, (a month before the late Assembly was disscdved) 
that Sir F. Head had already become very popular amongst the people; 
that the proceedings of the majority of the Assembly appeared to be ge- 
nerally reprobated; that there even seemed to be a general and strong 
desire for the dissolution of the Assembly ; that in case of a dissolution 
there appeared not to be the slightest prospect of one of the majority 
being re-elected in any of the counties through which he had travelled. 
And it is worthy of remark, that Constitutionalists only have been 
elected in the counties mentioned by my Canadian correspondent. AU 
these circumstances afford, I think, strong presumptive evidence that 
the returns made in the recent Canadian elections, are the true expres- 
sions of public opinion in Upper Canada, and not the result of Executive 
corruption and coercion. 

But in a matter so important, I wish to place Sir F. Head's conduct 
above suspicion, and that of his enemies also in its true light. It will 
have already been seen that their entire testimony, taken in connection 
with their proceedings, amounts to scarcely the weight of a straw. 
They stand condemned out of their own mouths, and by their own 
doings. Nevertheless, I wiU examine their principal and only specific 
charges against Sir F. Head and his Government : — I. That in order to 
influence the elections, persons holding office under the Government 
actively interfered. 2, That bribery, intoxication, and riots, were 
encouraged under the sanction of His Excellency. 3. That deeds were 
issued from theGovemment Office, signed by Sir F. Head, for the purpose 
of creating voters to outnumber the real freeholders of the country. 

In respect to the first of these charges, I have to remark— 1. That it 
is a «tanding stereotype complaint and apology, " time out of mind," 
with the party who now employ it^ in every instance of defeat 2. That 
the class of public officers against whom Mr. Hume's new-bom con-* 
federates most frequently and loudly complain, are Post-masters, (!) 
who are not even appointed or removable by, or accountable to. Sir F« 
Head ; but are appointed by the Deputy Postmaster General in Quebeci 
and hold their paltry offices under the same authority and regulation* 
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wi& Postmasters in England. The very circumstance of such pecuUar 
tnrominence being given to Postmasters in the list of public functionaries, 
shows how perfectly &bricated tind ridiculous are the vapourings of 
this detected and rejected party. 3. That '< Postmasters, Militia Officers, 
Magistrates, Registrars/' &c. have never been precluded from the elec- 
tive franchise in England; nor have they ever been proscribed in Cana- 
da. 4. That " Postmasters, Militia Officers, Magistrates," &c. have, in 
several instances during the recent elections, as well as on former occa- 
sions, actively supported the anti-constitutional party. Mr. Perry, the 
leader of that party, and Mr. Roblin, a "no supply '' man also, are both 
magistrates and militia officers. Were it necessary I could mention 
many similar examples. 5. That as persons are appointed to offices of 
trust and honour, on accoimt of their supposed attachment to the form 
and constitution of Government under which they live, as well as in re- 
spect to their personal qualifications and merit, the great jnajority of 
them will, as a matter of course and of duty, support the Constitution 
against either foreign or domestic invasion. Even a clerk in a mercan- 
tile house is expected to support the general interests of the firm in 
which he is employed. And the^simple question to be decided by the 
people of Upper Canada at the late elections was, whether they would 
maintain the Constitution established by law, or whether they would 
have a new one. 6. That all the public functionaries complained of 
were appointed to office before Sir F. Head's arrival in Upper Canada, 
and could not therefore be his "chosen favourites;" and if any one of 
them abused' his power during the elections. Sir F. Head is not re- 
sponsible for it imtil after his conduct shall have been brought under 
his notice, and he shall have refused to punish or dismiss the proved 
offender. And is there not something suspicious and dark in the conduct 
of this Mr. Buncombe and his coadjutors, who, after having protested 
" long and loud " against the interference of the British Government 
and Parliament in any of the internal affairs of Canada which are with- 
in the jurisdiction of the local tribimals, pass by every local tribunal, 
and even petition the British Parliament on such matters as a post- 
master's voting at an election ; or the decision of a Returning Officer in 
certain cases ; or the attitude and language of individual freeholders 
during a warm election contest ? Do not these men know perfectly 
well that it is not in the power of the Imperial Parliament or even of 
the King upon the throne, to do that which the Constitution and law of 
Upper Canada place under the control, in the first instance at leasts of 
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the House of Assembly, and other local judicial tribunals P Their ob- 
ject in thus coming to the Imperial Government, contrary to their own 
previously avowed doctrines, and contrary to the laws of Upper Canada, 
is unquestionably — 1. To throw discredit upon the character and go- 
vernment of Sir F. Head ; so that he may not hereafter obtain support 
or coimtenance from the British Parliament or public. 2. (Knowing 
that their ridiculous and irregular applications must be rejected,) To 
create disaffection in Upper Canada, by representing the British Govern- 
ment as having no regard for the wishes or liberties of the ''poor 
Reformers" in Canada. 3. And then to assure the Canadian 
" Reformers " that they have only themselves to depend upon for the 
freedom they so honestly demand, which can never be obtained until 
they shall have effected their " freedom and independence from the 
baneful domination of the mother coimtry,'' and thus, if possible, to bring 
about the result in Canada which Mr. Himie and Roebuck have from 
time to time recommended. So much on the first specific charge against 
his Excellency Sir F. Head. 

The second charge is, that Sir F. Head has employed "bribery, in- 
toxication and riot," to overpower the anti-Constitutionalists at the 
elections. As to appropriating Crown Revenues, (one of the items 
named) to election bribery, Sir F. Head could not do it without perjuring 
the principal clerks in the public offices, and without collusion on the 
part of His Majesty's Government. This inference is so obvious, that 
Mr. Himie and this Mr. Buncombe's principal coadjutor in Upper Ca- 
nada (Mr. Mackenzie) publicly states in his newspaper of the 9th of 
July, that " Lord Glenelg and the British Ministry have employed a 
mean person like Sir F. Head, and secretly authorized him to use every 
method in the power of a despotic government to crush the spirit of 
freedom in Upper Canada." 1 will only therefore add, on this point, 
that after carefully examining the newspaper organs of this party, 
which have been published since the elections, the whole of the^-^ecu- 
niary bribery, upon their own showing, amoimts simply to this j that in 
several counties conveyances to and from the polls were provided for 
many of the Constitutional electors out of the fimds of a " Constitutional 
Society" lately formed in Upper Canada. In not a single instance is it 
even pretended that money was either received or offered to voters on the 
Constitutional side, much less that Sir F. Head promoted or sanctioned 
such a proceeding. And 1 would ask if no anti-Constitutional 
electors were not conveyed to the poll at the expense of their party P 
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The charge respecting " intoxication " stands upon the same ground 
with that of hrihery. The perfect groundlessness and wickedness of it 
will appear, wh^n I observe, upon the showing of Mr. Buncombe's own 
party, that those classes of people who are the most influential examples 
and advocates of sobriety and morals are denounced, as the decided sup- 
porters of Sir F. B. Head. I will give one example out of several that lie 
before me. It seems that the Wesleyan Methodists, who are known to 
be the most numerous and influential denomination of Christians in Upper 
Canada, voted very generally for Constitutional candidates ; which 
circumstance is attributed to the influence of their Ministers. Hence 
the aforesaid Mr. Mackenzie, in his newspaper of the 9th of July, 
asserts — "The Ryerson Conference have proved themselves the basest 
enemies the country has had to contend with during the late elections." 
Mr. Mackenzie terms the Wesleyan Conference in Canada the "Ryerson 
Conference," because four brothers of that name are connected with that 
body, and are the sons of an United Empire loyalist, (bj who has been 
an officer in His Majesty's service since the beginning of the American 
revolution, and because Mr. Mackenzie and the rest of Mr. Buncombe's 
firatemity are rabidly hostile to British loyalists. Now, two things 
respecting this numerous and powerful body of Christians deserve 
particular notice in connection with this subject: — 1. I perceive that 
at the annual meeting of their Ministers, held the early part of June, 
they addressed Sir P. Head, congratulating him (as is their custom) on 
his safe arrival, as the King's Representative, in Upper Canada — 
renewed their expressions of allegiance and loyalty — and stated 
that they desired no support from Government but "equal and im- 
partial protection." 2. That in their yearly epistle to their ad^ 
herents, whilst they disclaimed any wish to influence them in the 
choice of their Representatives, they reminded them of their established 
rule to encourage no candidates who should encourage the dealing out 



(b) The following is Mr. Mackenzie's language in regard to the Ryerson family. 
In some personal attacks upon Mr. Egerton Ryerson, Mr. Mackenzie proceeds 
thus: — " His (Mr. E. Ryerson's) father lifted his sword against the throats of his 
own countrymen, struggling for freedom from Established Churches, stamp acts, 
military domination, Scotch Governors, and Irish Government ; and his brother 
George figured on the frontier in the war of 1812, and got wounded and pensioned 
for fighting to preserve Crown and Clergy reserves, and all the other strong holds of 
corruption in the hands of the locusts who infest and disturb the province. 

Such are the feelings of Mr. Hume and Mr. Roebuck's Canadian associates in 
regard to those old United Empire Loyalists who adhered to the Crown of Great 
Biitain during the American revolution, and those faithful Canadian subjects of His 
Britannic Majesty who fought boldly and successfully in defence of Upper Canada 
against the inyasions of the United States from 1812 to 1815. 
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tiidaokSt &c. at their elections. Here i&en is alirgelK)dy of pe(^le 
remftrhahle for their religious strietne8»*H[Lotorious for their rigid eot 
Ibreement of sobriety and morals — ^indepoident of lihe Government — ^so 
decided and formidable on the side of the Constitution >as to be the 
objects of loud and reiterated attacks by the defeated party.; and yet 
we are told the Constitutional candidates were returned by '< bribery, 
intoxicationy'' and even ** riot I" 

In regard to *' riot," out of forty elections, Sir F. Head's impugn/era 
have only specified three at which the j^oceodings were suspended or 
interrupted on account of riotfr— namely Leeds, Simeoe, and GrennUe. 

Does this look like carrydng the elections tiiroughout ti^e Province by 
*' riots ?" And let us examine the case <ef these three exceptions. 
In the County of Leeds there has not been an election these ten yeaxs 
without a riot, insomuch that a Provincial Act was passed two yea^s 
ago to prevent the recurrence of such proceedings. There were, theriS* 
fore, riots in that County long before Sir F. Head came to Upper Ca- 
nada. In the County of Simcoe the anti-Constitutional candidate, after 
three days polling, and being hopelessly in the rear, retired from the 
contest, protesting that he "feared" there would be a "riot" and "blood- 
shed." And Mr. Buncombe hastens to England to impeach Sir F« 
Head on account of this poor man's "fear" of a riot! As to GrenviUe 
two anti-constitutionalists were rioted into the Assembly, and declared 
by the Returning OfSicer to be duly elected, in consequence of which, 
the Constitutional candidates have protested. And yet is the Lieute- 
nant Governor represented as the " head rioter" in GrenviUe also ! Such 
are the unprincipled efforts of Mr. Hume's Canadian compeers to 
conceal the disgrace of their own defeat, and to blacken the character 
of Sir F. Head, 4,000 miles distant from the scaie of action ! 

The last and most serious charge against Sir F. Head is, fhat he mad« 
grants of laud and issued patent deeds up .to the time o£ and even 
during the elections, in order to create a aa^cient number of voters to 
** overpower the reformers." The afbreaaid Mr. .M'Ken»ie enprnerates 
eighteen instances in the County in which he was defeated by a 
majority of one hamdred. 1 1 is also asserted that " hundreds of voters ' 
were thus " mami&ctused". throughout the Proriace. Now* my Lpr^ I 
wiU assume, for the 8ake/of:Arg;ument, that 1000 voters were "ma^ 
Biafiietured,".by issuing p^ft^it deeds during the. month previous to the 
^ecttmis, and yet not the slightest sm^icion of " corruption " or UQ&ir- 
iMSSiis attribtttable.to SiriF* Head, or. to any^ party jooncemed* . _ . , 
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' I will here remark, in the first place, what every reader of the ad* 
Tertisementa in the Canadian newspapers must have observed, that there 
are auction sales of Crown Lands, by the Government Commissioner, in 
various parts of Upper Canada, every week, from May to November, 
in lots from a quarter of an acre (where town plots are sold out) to 200 
acres. The purchasers of land at such auctions are entitled to their 
patent deeds from the Crown, as soon as they have fulfilled the con- 
ditions of their purchases. A deed can generally be procured from the 
Crown Land Ofifice, under the signature of the Governor, on one, two, 
or three days' notice. Patent deeds are thus being issued nearly everyday 
in the year. It would, therefore, appear very strange that the Crown 
Land Office should be shut up several weeks merely because there was 
to be a general election ; and it would appear equally strange, if pur- 
chasers of lands, of both political parties, were not more than usually 
anions and diligent to obtain, on the eve of a general election, 
and especially one of vital importance and thrilling interest, deeds of 
land which they had piu*chased ; nor would it show any thing more 
than a laudable disposition in the heads of departments to accommodate 
those who were, entitled to deeds, to employ, if necessary, additional 
clerks, to meet the increased number of applications in such an emer- 
gency. Such then, is Sir F. Head's criminality in '' manufacturing " 
voters of this class. The anti-constitutional party are quite mute as to the 
number of their own supporters who voted on the newly obtained deeds. 
There is also another class of deeds issued from the Crown Land 
Office, which it is proper for me to notice, and which are issued in the 
form of " grants." It is on this class of deeds that Mr. Buncombe and 
his associates ring the changes most lustily. This class of deeds is 
issued to two descriptions of persons — 1. To children of United Empire 
loyalists, each of whom is entitled, by virtue of Royal liberality, to 200 
acres, on his or her becoming of age, as a reward of paternal services to 
the British Crown. 2. To persons who obtained as actual settlers " free 
grants " from the Crown. The greater part of Upper Canada has been 
settled by this second description of persons. Up to within a very few 
years, grants were made by the Crown of 100 or 200 acres to actual 
setders, upon conditioii of their clearing ten acres, and erecting a 
dwelling-house within two years. This done, the settler, on paying a 
small office fee, was entitled to a patent deed, in the form of a " free 
grant" from the Crown. Now, there are hundreds, perhaps thousands^ 
of settlers in Upper Canada who have done what is there eaUed 
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*^ settling duties ;'' who have occupied their lands from five to fifteen 
years $ and who, knowing that their names are on- the hooks of the 
Surveyor General and Crown Land Commissioner, for the lot or lots 
they occupy, feel quite easy, and neglect to pay the requisite office fee, 
or even apply for their deeds, until they are prompted to do so hy some 
such exciting occurrence as a general election, when they want to ex- 
ercise their elective franchise, but which they cannot do without a bona 
y?<i20 deed of freehold property. For months, and especially forweeks, 
previous to a general election of an exciting character, in that Province, 
there is a scramble amongst many inhabitants of new settlements after 
their deeds from the Crown Land Office, similar to that which is 
witnessed in England to register voters. Such has been the case from my 
earliest recollection, and 1 suppose it will continue to be so, as long as 
public lands are to be granted or sold. In some cases, perhaps in most 
cases, the parties concerned employ an agent to procure their deeds 
from the Government office. On many occasions the land agent or his 
deputy has met his employers at the election hustings, and delivered to 
them their " free grant " deeds, when they have proceeded to vote. I 
can state an individual case in point On arriving at the age of twenty- 
one years, I myself was entitled to a United Empire grant of 200 acres 
of land. I at length presented the proper application and papers to 
the Governor (Sir P. Maitland) in Coimcil, when the usual order was 
issued. On locating my United Empire right, I was informed at the 
Crown Land Office that the Royal patent deed would be filled up and 
signed by the Governor at any time on a couple of days' notice. I did 
not apply for the deed until several years afterwards. Now, had I, in 
the mean time, desired to vote at an election in the county where this 
land is situated, I should have forthwith applied for my deed, and would 
have voted on a deed dated perhaps the week of the election, that deed 
specifying also that the land within described was a '' free grant " from 
the Crown ; and Mr. C. Buncombe would have posted off to England to 
memorialize the British Parhament, through Mr. Hume, against Sir F. 
Head, for making a "Canadian" a " free grant" of 200 acres of land, 
during the very week of the election, in order to ''manufacture" him 
into a voter, so as to ''swamp the friends of freedom" in Upper Canada ! 
Kow, my own case, my Lord, is the case of hundreds, if not thousands, 
in that new and rising Province. And there is no more " corruption" 
or "bribery" in thus issuing deeds from the Crown Land Office in 
Upper Canada, than there is in England in registering votes in the 
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manner, and by paying the fee, prescribed bylaw. Yet knowing bow 
such facts, unexplained, would tell upon the minds of statesmen and 
others in England, who are unacquainted with the local circumstances 
of Upper Canada, this Mr. Duncombe and his compeers are emfdoying 
them to impeach and destroy the public character of a man who is an 
honour to the country of his birth, and whose heart is as truly liberal, 
and warm, and honest, and British, as his understanding is quick and 
CGmprehensive. (c) 

It is widi painful rehictaace I have again trespassed upon public 
notke. Had I not felt that letting the misrepresentations and calumnies 
of Messrs. Hume, Duncombe, & Co. pass unnoticed, while I possessed 
the requisite local knowledge to refute them, would be a dereliction of 
duty to the inhabitants and present Governor of Upper Canada, I should 
not have intruded on the British public another letter on the Canadas. 
As long as Mr. Buncombe supports the institutions, and endeavours to 
promote the improvements of his adopted coimtry, he is entitled to res- 
pect and confidence ; but it is neither seemly nor sufferable for an Ameri- 
can fortune seeker to come into a British Province, and as soon as he has 
accomplished his object, and raised himself to some consequence by 
professing British feelings and loyalty, to attempt the overthrow of 
British institutions, and even to foist himself before the British Legis- 
latiure, and dictate to a British Government what kind and form of con- 
stitution shall be established in a British Colony. I do confess my 
indignation kindles at the thought of my infant native land being libelled 
and disgraced, and retarded in its rapid career of improvement, from 
such a quarter. If Mr. Duncombe has become discontented under any 
other than Republican institutions, let him return to the country from 
whence he came, in many parts of which he can enjoy them in all the 
natural perfection of that unsullied human nature which he so much. 



(ey What has been advanced in this letter in refutation of Mr. Hume and Mr. 
Duncombe's allegations against His Excellency Sir Francis Head, has been recently 
confirmed by the Upper Canada House of Assembly, which after a long debate, re- 
fused even to print Mr. Duncombe's petition. The resolution for printing it was 
moved by one of Mr. Duncombe's friends, and was negatived by a majority of 
39 to 11. 

And if any further proof were wanting that the iwesent House of Assembly truly 
represent the feelings and character of the people of Upper Canada, it may be found 
in the unprecedeutedly harmonious, rapid and statesman like manner in which that 
body is proceeding with the accumulated business of the country; and the present 
tranquil and already prospenng condition of the Province. It is worthy of remark^ 
that the Canadian associates of Mr. Duncombe and Mr. Hume have not got up a 
single- political meeting in all Upj^er Canada since the election in June lastt Why 
this new era in Upper Canadian nistory if there is one word of truth in the state* 
rnsnts of Mr. Huine and Mr, DuBconibe? 
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admires. But he shall not transplant them into Upper Canada, as long 
as nineteen-twentieths of the inhabitants possess, as they do now, the 
heart o( my Lord, your Lordship's most obedient humble servant, 
August 2i, 1836. A CANADIAN. 

P.S. — Since the foregoing letter was written, I have read Mr. Dun- 
combe's petition to the House of Commons, as published in the Morning 
Chronicle. £ observe nothing in it that deserves further notice, except 
the terms applied to political parties in Canada, such as " Orangemen'' 
and "Tories," "Whigs" and "Reformers," — terms calculated, if not 
designed, to deceive the British public, as they are used in a different 
sense both in the United States and in Canada, from that in which they 
have been usually employed in England. In the United States the term 
" Tory" is applied to the ultra-democratic party — a party opposed to 
even a national bank, as tending to create a monied aristocracy, and 
infringing the principles of Republican equality ; and the term " Whig" 
is there applied to what is frequently called " the Aristocracy." In 
Upper Canada, every man that supports the Constitution, however active, 
and even ultra-Liberal he may be in his views and measures of practical 
reform and improvement, is. by the anti-Constitutional party, called a 
" Tory." On the other hand, those who have assumed the name of 
''Reformers" advocate the abolition of the Legislative Council or 
Canadian House of Lords, and the estabhshment of an elective Senate in 
its place ; they insist upon the Governor being governed by a local Ex- 
ecutive Council or Cabinet, that shall also be governed by the ^ouse of 
Assembly, being removable at its pleasure ; and that all Crown lands, 
&C.. shall be under the absolute management of this local Government. 
What is that but a Republic ? What is that but Mr. Hume's " freedom 
and independence from the banefrd domination of the Mother Country P" 
Or Mr. Roebuck's Canadian " Government purely democratic ?" 

As to the term " Orangemen," it is employed to produce effect in tihis 
country, and is a mere figure of speech in its application to Upper Ca- 
nada ; for Mr. Duncombe knows perfectly well, that the comparatively 
small denomination of Cathc^cs in that Province are for the most part 
supporters of the Constitution, with the Bishop at their head; and that 
Catholic, Episcopal, Presbyteriaujt and Methodist clergy have alike been 
denounced by the self-styled Caiiadian ''Reformers." The deception 
thus attempted to be practised upon the British public by this Mr. Dun- 
combe and his associates will be at once detected, when the Caaadiui 
sense of the terms " Tory" and " Reformer" is understood. 
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LETTER VIII. 

To His Majesties Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies, 

My Lord, — In concluding these cursory observations on the affairs of 
the Canadas, I beg to draw your Lordship's attention to the present state 
of Lower Canada. I do so, not with the vain presumption that I can 
furnish your Lordship individually with any fresh light upon questions 
respecting which so much labour and expense have been incurred by 
His Majesty's Government to obtain correct and ample information ; 
nor do I presume to imagine, or desire to bring your Lordship to any 
other conclusion in respect to the affiiirs of that Province, than that 
to which I am persuaded your Lordship must have already come, {n 
regard to the principles on which the Government of the Canadas must 
be conducted, in order to secure their existence, and promote their in- 
terests as British Provinces, I think there is Uttleroom for difference of 
opinion. My object is, to place, through your Lordship, before the 
Members of the Imperial Parliament, and the British public, the crisis 
at which the affairs of Lower Canada have arrived^ and the alternatives 
which are left to the British Legislature in adjusting them ; — hoping 
thereby to contribute, in some humble degree, towards securing the con- 
currence of all British Statesmen, except Messrs. Hume and Roebuck, 
in those constitutional measures which are essential to reform and 
establish the government of Lower Canada. 

From the brief sketch which has been given in the preceding letters, 
of the progress of events in Lower Canada, several inferences forcibly 
present themselves. 

1. That during the last six years, every reasonable effort has been 
employed by His Majesty's Government; even at the expense of the 
feelings of the Anglo-Canadian inhabitants, to appease and conciliate 
the French leaders in that Province. 

2. That the demands and arrogance of the Canadian Frenchmen, 
have increased in an exact ratio with the progress of conciliation and 
concession on the part of His Majesty's Government 
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3. lliat there is not the slightest trace of gratefbl feeling hi themhids 
of the ruling French politicians of Lower Canada, for the unparalleled 
liberaHly and generosity which the British Government has displayed 
towards that Provincei in comparison with the more wise but less ge^ 
nerous poticy pursued by the Goyemment of the United States towards 
the ' en fans du sol * of those French territories which hare come ilito 
their possession. 

4. That even the latent feelings of impatience, hatred and contempt 
of British character and authority, cherished by the French Canadian 
pohticians, have developed themselves in proportion as the Adminis*- 
tration has reached out the hand of fraternal embrace, and assumed 
before them the attitude of anxious persuasion and entreaty. 

5. That here is a province of vast capabihties — the eye of British 
North America — the mart of extensive and growing western territories 
^-with a river not inferior to the &med Mississippi, and sea-ports open 
to all the world ; — ^here is a province, or rather a country, thus favoured 
by nature and Providence, paralytic in the very act of putting forth its 
mighty latent energies — awakened into life by British capital and 
enterprise — and exhibiting the statue-like contrast of suspended anima- 
tion to the happy and healthful activity of neighbouring provinces on 
either side. And why P Simply because a band of French politicians 
— ^unknown in any single £eld of exertion and enterprise but that of 
agitation, and prompted by personifications of restiess selfishness in 
London-— demand the absolute control of that British intelligence and 
energy which have changed Lower Canada from a rendezvous of Fur 
Traders into the emporium of a large and increasing commerce, a port 
of munerous ships, and enlarging fields of successful agriculture ! 

6. Another inference suggested by the facts stated in the foregoing 
letters is, that whilst concession to the Canadian Frenchmen makles 
them no better subjects, but renders them more arrogant and ungovern- 
able, it exasperates otherwise peaceable and £Edthfiil British subjects 
to the madness of despair, and the rebellion of self-defence, by the 
dreary apprehension and prospect of a transfer from the fostering and 
loved government of their fiither land to a local, selfish, anti-commer- 
cial, anti-emigration, and anti-British French domination. 

I cannot draw a more foithful picture of the present political aspect 
of Lower Canada, than in the following words of a gentleman nowrer 
siding in Quebec, and who has long been an attentive observer of the 
progress of events in that Province ;— 
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. " 1, The local LegiaUture i6 divided against itself one of the Houses 
seeking the destroction of the other for several yeaxs past 

** 2. The people rallying under prejudices ci national origin, indos^ 
triously excited by political leaders^ who by this means are mure of 
^popalax support, 

*'3, An executive Government kept for three years without the means 
of paying its officers for the execution of the laws, while the money is 
levied on the people in virtue of -permanent Acts, and kept in the chest 

'' 4 The Judges for the same time without their sedaries, and d^)end* 
ant on their tradesmen and fellow townsmen, on whose causes they are 
to decide, while they are constai)idy exposed to the calumnious chaxges 
of the Representative body, without its having provided the means of 
bringing them to trial before an impartial and independent tribunaL 
. " 5. The cities «nd< towns left without any funds for police. purposei^ 
or legal means of levyinjg any, while thefts and robberies, and murders in 
the street are of frequent occurrence, and no proper place of detention 
for criminals. 

''6. The roads and bridgfes, made at the expense of the Province^ 
fidling to niin, end no public improvements' going on. 

<*7* No amelioration of the existing laws, but a virtual abdication of 
their Legislative ftmctions by the Representative Assembly. 

''8. Real property rapidly declining in value, and the employment of 
capital discouraged. 

'^9. Labour and agricultural produce deprived of the nataralrewav^ 
and {he only trade which keeps industry alive, threatened in 'ite 
existence. 

** 10, Disloyalty, disaffection and contempt of the royal and judicial 
IKuthQritieff encouiaj^ed and widely disseminated; and the very edstence 
of the Goveibment threatened. 

** Sach is a true outline of the main features of the present condition 
ef Lower CiLnada, the ' correctness of which none will venture to deny, 
however much parties may differ as to the cause. 
. « Q$m such a state of tl^gs last? 

- *<tls this the Government that a'British- Ring and a British BarHeaMnt 
intend for CanadatF 

« Or do they itttuid for us. somethmg worse, the Govemment of men 
who- voluntarily >and |>erseTerii^ly, 6r ignorantly ihave 'InrougJit the 
Province tft its present condition P 

*<Let the British Parliament and t^e people oir'Baagkm^ tetany 
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and Scodand aiurweri and save themselves and uiB, before. it ia to* 

Certain it is, therefore, that something mtut be done, and done without 
delay, (aj . 1 think it is equally obvious, that three things must not be 
done, if Lower Canada is to be saved to Great Britain, or preserved from . 
civil war. 

1. The Executive Government must not be rendered responstbtBU^ the 
Local Assembly in the manner demanded 1^ the French Republicanaj; 
and their Loadon ^visers and advocates. 

2. The Legislative Council must not be rendered elective. 

My reasons against both of these propositions have been given at 
sufficient length in the siofth letter. 

3. And to add to the Legislative Council, as at present constitutedy 
from the Papineau school, would be equally destructive of every thing 
British in that Province, as it would increase the dissatisfection of. 
the British Inhabitants, and reduce them lo the bitterness of slavery* 
or rather rouse them to desperation<>-wt>uld strengthen the power of 
French resistance, and weaken the power of British control — ^wouldrnot 
even satisfy the French leaders themselves, (aapast experience profeii),) 
but encourage them to increased and persevering exertions in th^ 
crusade for absolute supremacy until they attained it. 

As to the remedieSf(h) I will only make one or two remarks in additioii 
to the suggestions I have taken the liberty to ofier in a former letter, [Pp. 
50^.] A Governor of talent, judgment, and energy, it will be admitted^- 
onallhands^ is undoubtedly necessary. It requires something m<»re 



(a) The earnest observations of Lord Aylmer, in a despatch to the Earl of 
Aberdeen, dated 5th March 1834, have been gaining strength every dair from that' 
time to the present. *' I beg most anxiously and earnestly to beseech His Majesty's 
Government to consider, that to whatever causes the present state of Lower Canada 
may be truly ascribed, whether to vices in the administration of its aHairs^ past and 
present, to the disappointed ambition of factious and evil designing men, or to other 
causes inherent in the structure of its society, this at'least is certain, thttt the affidrs' 
of this noble province have been brought into such a. condition, that uoleas tbet 
Imperial Parliament can be induced to interpose its supreme authority iii relieving 
the Local Government from the diificolties with which it is encbmpamed-, and in 
providing against the recurrence of them hereafter, the authority of the King's Go- 
vermnent in the nrovince must be virtually extinguished, and the institutions of the 
Country set adrift under the guidance of the heads in which the 92 resolutioBs of 
the House of Assembly were engendered." 

(h)l deem it quite superfluous to enter into a discussion of the feudal French laws, 
want of registries, &c. &c., which are so loudly and justly complained of by the 
mercantile^ and other British interests in Lowift Canada. I limit myself to the 
mere mention of those few great principles which I believe must form toe basis of a 
settled and successful British Government in that province. 
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than a^sabmusiTe good-natured man to administei the govemment of 
Lower Canada. 

The interests of the two races of inhabitants^ rightly understood, are 
the same ; and though the common interest has been lost sight of in the 
mist of national prejudice, and the ranting ambition of Frenchmen to re-, 
gain an ancient supremacy, — ^who have thereby forfeited the chartered 
rights of the Constitution against which they have protested and waged 
war, — yet I desire not the sacrifice of the Constitutional rights of either 
race, but the equal protection of both. It is, therefore, submitted, 
whether, in the present state of party feeling and French republicanism, 
the Executive, in its means of support, ought not to be rendered, in a 
great degree, independent both of the Legislative Council and House of 
Assembly, imtil an equaUty in the representation is secured to each class 
of iuhabitants, or the French renew their allegiance to the established 
Constitution, and desist from their really suicidal hostihty to British . 
authority, immigration, commerce, and internal improvements. 

In saving Lower Canada from present agitation and prospective civil 
commotion, the numerical majority-principle theory must yield to the. 
weightier considerations of the state of society, heretofore settled and 
acknowledged compact, and rightful British prerogative. 

I beg it will also be remembered, that Upper Canada has a deep 
interest in this affair, and awaits its adjustment with intense anxiety. I 
have avoided discussing the great question and proposed ulterior remedy 
of uniting the Canadas ; nor have I deemed it necessary to make any 
remarks on the advantages to the British commercial and agricultural • 
interests of both the Canadas, — ^viewed simply in that light — of giving 
Upper Canada unrestricted access to the ocean. The inhabitants of 
Upper Canada possess a common feeling, as well as interest, with their 
British fellow subjects of Lower Canada ; and should the imhappy day 
of conflict ever come between Briton and Frenchman, thousands of 
Upper Canadians will be found rallying to the contest Siu*e I am that 
Upper Canada will never suffer the toll-gate of a French republic to be 
erected across their high way to the Atlantic, from which to pay £1,100 
annual tax to the selfish democracy of Mr. Roebuck, and gratify the 
free trade republican utopianism of Mr. Hume, (cj The two Canadas 



(c) I believe that no single occurrence has latterly done more to lower the 
cUgnity and weaken the influence of His Majesty's Government in Lower Cansida 
—and to some extent in Upper Canada — than the apparent conniving at the salary 
of Mr. IU)ebuck,paidasit hasbeen out of the public revenues of that province, 
under a simple resolution of the Assembly, and against the remonstrance of the 
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must be viewed as one Country ; and if Great Britain desires to develop 
the amazing resources of that wonderful country — ^to people its fertile 
territories with her offspring — to change its boundless forests into 
fruitful fields and flourishing towns — to cover its rivers and lakes with 
her ships, and fill its ports with her merchandise — to bind it to herself 
in the bonds of reciprocal interest, compact and afiection, — ^then must 
she, regardless of the officious monotony of a Hume and the selfish 
declamation of a Roebuck, the vapouring of a Papineau and the 
caliunny of a Mackenzie, infuse the constitutional elements of her own 
monarchical greatness into the institutions of her Canadian progeny ; 
and, with a Sir-Francis-Head courteous and manly energy, proclaim 
her intentions, apprise her enemies of the consequence of resistance 
and her friends of the sure ground of adherence and action ; and, in 
the language of the present able and successful Governor of Upper 
Canada, ** correct every real grievance but preserve the happy consti- 
tution inviolate." In such a case I believe all will be well ; otherwise, 
I am pursuaded nothing wiU be well. 

I have the honour to be. 
My Lord, 
Your Lordship's most obedient humble Servant, 

A CANADIAN. 
London, January 27, 1837. 



Legislative Council and the expressed opinions of the late GoTernor in Chief. 
The unifonu silence of His Majesty's Government on the subject whenever it 
has been pressed upon their notice, amounts to an admission that such a 
mode of appropriating the public revenues is obviously unconstitutional : yet the tacit 
sanctioning of such an unconstitutional act and dangerous precedent, has appeared 
to indicate the succumbing of Government to the clamours of a party, and the sacri- 
fice of great principles to the supposed pressure of temporary expediency ; amount- 
ing therefore to the confession of an indecision and weakness which have emboldened 
innovators on the one side, and shaken the confidence and alarmed the fears of con- 
stitutionalists on the other. 1 state these facts not in the viray of censure, but for 
the purpose of caution. I question not the high considerations which have dictated 
every act of His Majesty's Government towards the Canadas ; and I know too well 
the labyrinth of misrepresentation and di£Bcultv in which the affairs of Lower Ca- 
nada have been involved, to utter one word of complaint in regard to the past. 
It is perfectly clear, however, that if the Constitutional Charter of the Canadas is 
to be the basis of the Government, — and not the weather- cock vibrations of party 
"exi>ediency" — the principles and provisions and spirit of that Charter must be firmly 
and inviolably maintained, how much soever it may afiiect Mr. Roebuck's pocket or 
Mr. Hume*s prospects, 

THE END. 



KING, PRINTER, COLLCCE HILI , LONDON* 
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